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Chapter I. Doctoral studies 
 
1. Glossary 
 
Code of good practice: regulations to ensure that 
researchers' attitudes, the procedures they follow 
and the way they communicate information about 
scientific activities are in line with the principles of 
integrity and social commitment. 
 
Thesis co-supervisor: a person who jointly over-
sees a doctoral thesis. The co-supervisors are re-
sponsible for guiding and supervising a doctoral 
student in all his/her research tasks, and for the 
content and quality of the doctoral thesis. 
 
Academic Committee for the Doctoral Programme 
(CAPD): the body responsible for the definition, up-
dating, quality and coordination of a doctoral pro-
gramme; for supervising the progress of research 
and education; and for authorising the submission 
of each student's doctoral thesis. 
 
Supervisory board: the body responsible for annu-
ally assessing a doctoral student's oral presenta-
tion on his/her research progress. The supervisory 
board is comprised of three specialists who hold 
doctorates in the field of the doctoral thesis. 
 
Management Board: the Doctoral College's govern-
ing body. 
 
Core or specific competencies: the minimum skills 
that a doctoral student must have gained on com-
pletion of their doctoral studies, according to Span-
ish Royal Decree 99/2011, as well as the skills set 
out in Spanish Royal Decrees 1027/2011 and 
96/2014 in the Spanish Qualifications Framework 
for Higher Education (MECES). 
 
Coordinator of the doctoral programme: the person 
with overall responsibility for managing and coordi-
nating the doctoral programme, for ensuring conti-
nuity and compliance with objectives, and for 
overseeing the programme's development. The Co-
ordinator also chairs the Academic Committee for 
the Doctoral Programme. 
 
Thesis supervisor: the person with overall respon-
sibility for the coherence and suitability of training 
activities, for the impact and originality of the sub-
ject of the doctoral thesis, for guidance in planning, 
and for adaptation, if necessary, to other projects 
and activities for which the doctoral student is reg-
istered. 
 

Doctoral student: a person who has been accepted 
and enrolled on a doctoral programme, after meet-
ing the requirements established in these regula-
tions. 
 
Doctorate: the third cycle of official university 
studies, leading to the acquisition of the skills and 
competencies required for quality scientific re-
search. The studies are organised as doctoral pro-
grammes that culminate with the writing, public 
presentation and defence of a doctoral thesis. 
 
Commitment agreement: a document that regu-
lates the functions, rights and responsibilities of 
the doctoral student, the thesis supervisor(s), and 
the thesis tutor, signed by all the parties involved, 
and approved by the Head of the Doctoral College. 
 
Doctoral Student Activity Report (DAD): an individ-
ual record, in an appropriate format, of the training 
activities carried out by the doctoral student. The 
DAD is reviewed regularly by the thesis supervi-
sor(s) and by the thesis tutor, if applicable, and is 
assessed every year by the Academic Committee 
for the Doctoral Programme. 
 
Doctoral College: a unit created by one or more uni-
versities – potentially in collaboration with other 
Spanish or international organisations, centres, in-
stitutions and entities that carry out research, de-
velopment and innovation activities – whose main 
aim is to organise doctoral studies within its man-
agement area, in one or more knowledge areas or 
across disciplines. 
 
Doctoral student assessment report (IAD): a docu-
ment issued by the Academic Committee for the 
Doctoral Programme that includes all the assess-
ments of a doctoral student's training activities. 
 
Research proposal (PI): a document drawn up by 
the doctoral student with the approval of his/her 
thesis supervisor(s) that describes the original con-
tribution of the research that the student will carry 
out to obtain the doctorate. 
 
Doctoral programme: the set of activities leading to 
the acquisition of the skills and competencies re-
quired for quality scientific research. The pro-
gramme covers the different aspects of doctoral 
training and must establish the procedures and re-
search lines for the preparation of doctoral theses. 
 
Doctoral thesis: a piece of original research work, 
which is prepared by the student in any of the fields 
of knowledge covered by the doctoral programmes. 
The research work must be related to a line of re-
search developed in the student's doctoral pro-
gramme. 
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Thesis tutor: a researcher at the University of Vic - 
Central University of Catalonia (UVic-UCC) who is 
responsible for ensuring that the training and re-
search activity meet the criteria and regulations of 
the Doctoral College and the corresponding doc-
toral programme when the thesis supervisor(s) is a 
researcher at another university, research centre, 
company or institution involved in research. 
 
 
2. Organisation of doctoral studies 
 
Doctoral studies are organised in doctoral pro-
grammes offered by UVic-UCC, which culminate 
with the writing, public presentation and defence of 
a doctoral thesis. 
 
The University's Doctoral College organises admin-
istrative and academic activities related to UVic-
UCC doctoral studies. It assures academic quality, 
promotes excellence in research, and fosters col-
laboration with external research centres to in-
crease the national and international scope of its 
doctoral studies. 
 
The internal regulations of the Doctoral College 
govern the functions and composition of the gov-
erning bodies, as well as the rights and responsibil-
ities of the doctoral students, thesis supervisor(s) 
and thesis tutors. 
 
 
3. Access to doctoral studies 
 
Access to doctoral studies is regulated by Article 6 
of Spanish Royal Decree 99/2011, Article 2 of Span-
ish Royal Decree 43/2015, and the third final provi-
sion, Article 1 of Royal Decree 195/2016 which state 
the following: 
 
 In general, to be eligible for admission to an offi-

cial doctoral programme, candidates must hold 
an official Spanish bachelor's degree (or equiva-
lent) and a university master's degree (or equiv-
alent). They must have obtained at least 300 
ECTS credits for these two degrees together. 

 However, candidates in any of the following cir-
cumstances are also eligible: 

a) Individuals who hold an official university de-
gree from Spain or any other country in the 
European Higher Education Area that, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Article 16 of 
Spanish Royal Decree 1393/2007 of 29 Octo-
ber, qualifies them for master's degree 
courses, provided they have also completed 
a minimum of 300 ECTS credits of official uni-
versity coursework overall, of which at least 
60 must be at the master's degree level. 

b) Individuals who hold an official degree from 
Spain consisting of at least 300 ECTS credits, 
as required by European Union regulations. 
Individuals in this category are required to 
complete bridging courses that are referred 
to in the article of Royal Decree 99/2011, un-
less the curriculum of the degree course in 
question included the same number of re-
search training credits as would be required 
in a master's degree course. 

c) University graduates who, having passed the 
entrance examination for specialised medi-
cal training, have successfully completed at 
least two years of a training course leading to 
an official degree in a health sciences spe-
cialisation. 

d) Individuals who hold a degree from a foreign 
education system. In these cases, homologa-
tion is not required provided UVic-UCC finds 
that the university in question offers a level 
of training equivalent to that of the official 
Spanish university master's degree and that, 
in the issuing country, holders of the degree 
are eligible for doctoral studies. Admission 
via this channel does not in any circum-
stances imply the homologation of the previ-
ous degree held by the candidate, or confer 
recognition of this qualification for any pur-
pose other than eligibility for doctoral stud-
ies. In all cases, on completion of the 
programme, the doctoral degree that is ob-
tained shall have full official validity in Spain. 

e) Individuals holding another Spanish doctoral 
degree obtained under previous university 
regulations. 

f) Individuals who hold an official university 
qualification who have obtained equivalence 
to level 3 in the Spanish Framework of Higher 
Education Qualifications (MECES), in accord-
ance with the procedure in Royal Decree 
967/2014, of 21 November, which stipulates 
the requirements and procedures for the of-
ficial recognition and declaration of equiva-
lence for qualifications, and at official 
university academic level for the validation of 
foreign higher education studies, and the 
procedure for determining the correspond-
ence with the Spanish Framework of Higher 
Education levels for the official qualifications 
of architect, engineer, pre-EHEA degree, 
technical architect, technical engineer and 
diploma. 

g) Individuals holding the Diploma of Advanced 
Studies (RD778/1998) or Research Profi-
ciency (RD 185/1985) from a related doctoral 
programme. 

 



 

5 

4. Admission to doctoral studies 
 
The Academic Committee for the Doctoral Pro-
gramme (CAPD) is responsible for establishing ac-
cess and admission procedures for doctoral 
students. 
 
To apply for admission, candidates must send the 
corresponding form to Academic Administration. 
 
4.1 Bridging courses 
 
Taking into account the profile required for doctoral 
students, the CAPD may establish additional spe-
cific requirements for admission to doctoral stud-
ies. For example, the CAPD may require students to 
complete certain bridging courses. 
 
Bridging courses may focus on either research or 
cross-disciplinary training. However, no doctoral 
student shall be required to enrol for 60 or more 
ECTS credits of bridging courses. 
 
Candidates must take bridging courses in research 
training if they access the doctoral programme with 
a bachelor's degree of 300 ECTS or more, whose 
curriculum did not include research credits. 
 
4.2. Admission requirements 
 
Candidates can apply for admission to a UVic-UCC 
doctoral programme if they meet the access re-
quirements stipulated in Point 3 of these regula-
tions, as well as the following admission 
requirements: 
 
 Candidates must hold an official university 

master's degree in the academic area covered 
by the chosen doctoral programme. 

 Candidates must hold a bachelor's degree, a 
pre-EHEA degree, an advanced technical engi-
neering degree, a diploma or a technical engi-
neering degree whose contents are in areas 
that are similar or related to the doctoral pro-
gramme. 

 If candidates have gained access to the doc-
toral programme through their admission to 
specialised health training, they must prove 
that the two years of specialised training have 
been completed in an area equivalent to that 
covered by the doctoral programme. 

 
The requirements and criteria for admission are 
public and are described in the internal accredita-
tion report of the doctoral programme. All infor-
mation on admission criteria shall be posted on 
each doctoral programme's website, and will in-

clude a description of the profile required of doc-
toral students, taking into account applicants' 
qualifications, languages, specific knowledge, pre-
vious experience, and their personal, academic and 
research skills and abilities. 
 
If the number of applications to a doctoral pro-
gramme is greater than the number of places that 
are offered each year, the CAPD for the doctoral 
programme may establish additional admission 
and selection requirements. 
 
Among other things, it may establish the following 
requirements: a minimum grade in the academic 
record for the qualification that provides access to 
the doctoral studies, the publication of articles and 
other academic works (master’s degree final pro-
ject, etc.) related to any of research lines in the doc-
toral programme, professional experience, a 
certain level of language skills, or a letter of moti-
vation. 
 
If a candidate is accepted by the CAPD, he/she can 
then enrol on the doctoral programme. 
 
If candidates have special educational needs due to 
disability, the CAPD shall be supported by the Dis-
ability Advisory Service to assess the need for 
adapting curriculum, pathways or alternative stud-
ies. 
 
In the case of joint doctoral programmes taught 
with other universities, the admission process shall 
be determined in the collaboration agreement. 
 
Candidates may appeal to the CAPD against access 
and admission decisions. 
 
 
5. Enrolment for doctoral studies 
 
5.1. General information 
 
Students admitted to a doctoral programme – in-
cluding those participating in bridging courses – 
must enrol for thesis tutorials every year until they 
have presented and defended their thesis. Enrol-
ment entitles students to academic tutoring and to 
use the resources needed to carry out their re-
search work. 
 
 Individuals who have been accepted on a UVic-

UCC doctoral programme and have enrolled are 
regarded as doctoral students. This view re-
mains as long as doctoral students enrol annu-
ally and pay the applicable fees, once they have 
obtained a positive assessment in the annual 
monitoring. 
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 Doctoral students who enter the first year of 
doctoral studies must complete their enrolment 
within a maximum of one month after admission 
to the doctoral programme. If they do not com-
plete the enrolment process in this period, the 
admission will be revoked and they will have to 
apply again in the next scheduled period. 

 All doctoral students must enrol each academic 
year in the established period. If a doctoral stu-
dent fails to enrol for a particular year and does 
not formally withdraw from the doctoral pro-
gramme, he/she must pay the corresponding 
amount retroactively. 

 
Each student is responsible for his/her enrolment 
process. As members of UVic-UCC Doctoral College, 
students must be aware of their rights and respon-
sibilities set out in the Doctoral College’s Internal 
regulations, the Code of good practices and these 
regulations on doctoral studies at UVic-UCC. 
 
The enrolment period is announced at the begin-
ning of each academic year on the Doctoral Col-
lege’s website. 
 
Any submission of enrolment past the deadlines 
must be duly justified by the student. 
 
5.2. Enrolment periods 
 

Newly admitted students 
at UVic-UCC 

First enrolment period:  
November* 
Second enrolment period: 
February** 

Second year students, 
and students from subse-
quent years at UVic-UCC 

Single enrolment period: 
October-November* 

 
* See the calendar on the website 
** This period will only be opened if places are still avail-
able on the doctoral programme (see the calendar on the 
website). 
 
5.3. Financial information 
 
5.3.1. Payment of enrolment fees 
 
Before the start of the enrolment period, UVic-UCC 
will announce the fees and the payment methods 
on the University’s Doctoral College website. 
 
Enrolment covers the following concepts: 
 
 Supervision and tutoring of the thesis 

 Monitoring and supervision of the doctoral stu-
dent throughout the process of writing the the-
sis 

 Administrative fees 

 Insurance 

 Rights acquired as a member of the University 
and voluntary services, where applicable 

 
For newly admitted doctoral students who enrol 
during the February enrolment period, the cost of 
thesis supervision and tutoring will be 50% of the 
total amount. 
 
The following forms of payment are available: 
 
 Single payment. Full payment of the enrolment 

fee in one sum. Students who are newly admit-
ted during the February enrolment period can 
only choose the single payment option. 

 Payment by direct debit instalments. Payment in 
two instalments. Half of the fee, plus taxes and 
compulsory insurance, is paid at the time of en-
rolment, and the rest on 20 January. 

 
Doctoral students must pay the full enrolment fee 
each academic year. If they withdraw from the doc-
toral programme, they shall not be entitled to a re-
fund of the payments made nor shall they be 
exempt from payment of any outstanding amounts, 
except in the cases described in Point 6.3. 
 
The enrolment fee must be paid in full for the doc-
toral studies to be valid. If a student chooses to pay 
the fee in instalments, it shall be considered that 
his/her obligation has been met when both instal-
ments have been paid. 
 
Doctoral students have up to one month to enrol 
from the date of receiving notice of admission from 
the Academic Committee for the Doctoral Pro-
gramme. If they do not enrol during this one-month 
period, admission to the programme or renewal of 
thesis tutorials shall be withdrawn. 
 
If students do not meet the payment terms for the 
enrolment fee, they shall be notified, and their stu-
dent rights shall then be suspended automatically 
and temporarily (their access to the Virtual Campus 
shall be restricted and they shall not be able to 
carry out any administrative procedures). 
 
If a student defaults on payment of an instalment, 
the costs that are incurred will be added to the out-
standing amount. 
 
Students must be up to date with payment of any 
amount related to enrolment fees for courses taken 
at UVic-UCC before they can enrol, be issued certif-
icates or qualifications, and carry out any other ad-
ministrative procedure at the University. 
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If a thesis is deposited before the 30 November in 
an academic year, the student does not need to en-
rol for thesis tutorials for the corresponding year. 
 
If this deadline passes and the doctoral student has 
not deposited the thesis, they must enrol for thesis 
tutorials for the current academic year. If they do 
not enrol, they will be given a negative evaluation 
and consequently will be removed from the doctoral 
programme and their academic record closed. 
 
5.3.2. Discounts 
 
The following discounts are applicable to doctoral 
students at the UVic Campus: 
 
 Second qualification at UVic-UCC: 8% discount 

on the fee for doctoral thesis tutoring if you are 
a graduate of the University of Vic - Central Uni-
versity of Catalonia who wishes to study for a 
second official qualification. To apply for this 
discount, you must be a member of UVic Alumni. 

 Same family unit: 5% discount on the fee for 
doctoral thesis tutoring for each member of the 
family at UVic-UCC. 

 Large family, special category: 5% discount on 
the fee for doctoral thesis tutoring for members 
of large families in this special category at the 
start of the academic year. 

 People with disabilities: 10% discount on the fee 
for doctoral thesis tutoring for students with a 
33% degree of disability or higher. 

 Victims of terrorist attacks: 10% discount on the 
fee for doctoral thesis tutoring for people who 
have been victims of terrorist attacks, their 
spouses and their children. 

 Victims of gender violence: 10% discount on the 
fee for doctoral thesis tutoring for victims of 
gender violence and their dependent children. 

 Over 60 years old: 50% discount on the fee for 
doctoral thesis tutoring. 

 
To apply the discount, proof must be provided in 
each case with the corresponding document. 
 
5.4. Grants and financial aid 
 
Predoctoral grants are processed by the Doctoral 
College Office. 
 
Grants that are available to UVic-UCC doctoral stu-
dents are described on the Doctoral College web-
site. 
 
Doctoral students who have been awarded a grant 
that specifically covers the enrolment fee for thesis 

tutoring, will only have to pay at the time of enrol-
ment the difference between the public enrolment 
fee for thesis tutoring determined in the Govern-
ment of Catalonia’s current decree on rates, and 
the enrolment fee for thesis tutoring established 
annually by the UVic-UCC. 
 
The enrolment fee for thesis tutoring for a doctoral 
student who is part of the Industrial Doctorates 
Programme, in the co-funding mode, will be fully 
covered by the budget for the project. 
 
5.5. Insurance 
 
UVic-UCC offers doctoral students obligatory and 
specific insurance policies according to the qualifi-
cation, as well as insurance for research periods 
abroad. 
 
Information about insurance policies can be found 
on the UVic-UCC website. 
 
5.6. Enrolment on doctoral programmes taught 
with other universities 
 
Students who enrol on joint UVic-UCC doctoral pro-
grammes taught with other universities shall follow 
the enrolment process established by the Univer-
sity. 
 
 
6. Academic progress and length of studies 
 
6.1. Academic progress 
 
All aspects of academic progress are described in 
the academic progress regulations for doctoral pro-
grammes at UVic-UCC, which can be found on the 
Doctoral College website. 
 
6.2. Length of doctoral studies 
 
The length of doctoral studies is determined by the 
doctoral student’s time commitment to preparing 
the doctoral thesis. 
 
For full-time students, the doctorate should be 
completed in three years, from the date of admis-
sion to the programme to the defence of the doc-
toral thesis. However, if a student has not applied 
to submit the thesis during the three-year period, 
the Academic Committee for the Doctoral Pro-
gramme (CAPD) may approve a one-year extension. 
 
Students who have obtained a grant or financial aid 
must work full-time on their doctoral thesis. 
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For part-time students, the doctoral studies should 
be completed in five years from the date of admis-
sion to the doctoral programme to the defence of 
the doctoral thesis. The CAPD may grant a two-year 
extension, if the doctoral student sends an official 
request to the CAPD coordinator at least one month 
before the start of the enrolment period for thesis 
tutorials. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, both full-time and 
part-time doctoral students may be granted a fur-
ther one-year extension, through an official request 
sent to the CAPD, if it is demonstrated that the the-
sis is in the final phase, and the extension is ap-
proved by the thesis supervisor, tutor if applicable, 
and the Doctoral College Management Board. 
 
When doctoral students enrol on a programme for 
the first time, they must state whether they will 
study full- or part-time. However, they may change 
from full- to part-time or vice versa no more than 
twice during their doctoral studies, for justifiable 
reasons. To change their time commitment, doc-
toral students must send an official request to the 
CAPD coordinator at least one month before the 
start of the first enrolment period for thesis tutori-
als. 
 
If students are off sick, on pregnancy leave or on 
leave for any other reason stated in the current reg-
ulations, the period of leave shall not count towards 
the time limits for completing theses that are es-
tablished above. 
 
6.3. Temporary and permanent withdrawal from a 
doctoral programme 
 
Doctoral students may request temporary with-
drawal from the doctoral programme for a maxi-
mum period of one year. Temporary withdrawal may 
be extended for a further year if duly justified. Rea-
sons for temporary withdrawal are sick leave, leave 
for adoption, pre-adoptive or permanent foster care 
of children under six years, maternity and paternity 
leave, protracted or serious illness of relatives to 
the first degree, economic reasons or work situa-
tions of particular importance, or any other reason 
prescribed by current regulations. Doctoral stu-
dents must show proof of their situation by provid-
ing the relevant documents, so that CAPD can 
resolve the request. If approved by the CAPD, stu-
dents will not have to enrol for thesis tutorials dur-
ing this period. 
 
If students request permanent or temporary with-
drawal once they have enrolled: 
 
 Students who permanently withdraw from the 

doctoral programme will receive a refund of the 

enrolment fee for thesis tutorials if the with-
drawal process is completed before December 
15 for new students in the first enrolment period 
or students in the second and subsequent years, 
and before 30 March for new students in the 
second enrolment period, when the reasons are: 

 Serious illness 

 Serious situation that prevents a student 
from continuing to study 

 If a student requests a temporary withdrawal for 
a full academic year, cancellation of enrolment 
will only be considered if the student communi-
cates this before 15 December in the case of new 
students enrolled in the first enrolment period 
or students in the second or subsequent years, 
and before March 30 for new students enrolled 
in the second enrolment period. To withdraw, 
students must provide proof of the reason and 
the corresponding documents so that CAPD can 
resolve the request. If CAPD approves the re-
quest for temporary withdrawal, it will cancel 
the enrolment but the fee paid by the student for 
thesis tutorials shall not be refunded. This 
amount will be deposited for enrolment for the-
sis tutorials the following academic year. 

 
If withdrawal from the programme is communi-
cated after these dates, students must appear be-
fore a mandatory supervisory board before the start 
of the withdrawal period and the enrolment fees 
will not be cancelled or refunded. 
 
If a student requests a temporary withdrawal for an 
entire academic year, the dates that apply will be 
from 30 September to 1 October the following year. 
 
All students who have requested a temporary with-
drawal, for a full academic year or a shorter period 
of time, must apply to the Academic Administration 
15 days before the end of the withdrawal period to 
either restart the doctoral programme or extend the 
withdrawal period, if applicable. If the student re-
joins in a new academic year, the Academic Admin-
istration will contact them to re-enrol for thesis 
tutorials and pay the entire fee for them for the ac-
ademic year. 
 
If a doctoral student fails to enrol for thesis tutori-
als in two consecutive academic years, he/she will 
be permanently withdrawn from the doctoral pro-
gramme. 
 
Students who do not attend the annual evaluation 
sessions and do not justify their absence will be 
permanently withdrawn from the doctoral pro-
gramme. 
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6.4. Appeals 
 
Appeals can be lodged with the Rector of UVic-UCC 
against any decisions made in accordance with 
these regulations. 
 
The decision of the rector represents the final res-
olution of the administrative process, and can be 
challenged before the contentious administrative 
jurisdiction. 
 
 
7. Monitoring and assessment of the doctoral the-

sis 
 
7.1. Supervision of the doctoral thesis 
 
On admission to the doctoral programme, the Aca-
demic Committee for the Doctoral Programme 
(CAPD) shall assign each student a thesis supervi-
sor, who may be any doctoral degree holder, from 
within the University or outside it, with proven re-
search experience. The thesis supervisor is respon-
sible for the doctoral student’s overall research 
training. 
 
The doctoral student shall also be assigned a tutor, 
who will be a doctoral degree holder with proven re-
search experience. The tutor will be associated with 
the doctoral programme in which the student is en-
rolled, and may or may not be the same person as 
the thesis supervisor. 
 
If the thesis supervisor is not from the UVic-UCC, 
the tutor must ensure that the interaction between 
the doctoral student and the CAPD is appropriate. 
 
In the appointment of thesis supervisors, the CAPD 
takes into account the availability of doctoral de-
gree holders associated with the knowledge area 
and line of research addressed in the thesis pro-
posal. 
 
Thesis supervisors must hold a Spanish or foreign 
doctoral degree certificate, have proven experience 
in research, and meet at least one of the following 
conditions: 
 
 Have a research premium 

 Have research accreditation as an associate 
lecturer, senior lecturer or professor. 

 Have supervised a doctoral thesis previously 

 Participate in a competitively funded project 

 Have been granted the status of specialisation 
in research activity 

 

In exceptional circumstances, the CAPD may ac-
cept another form of recognition of research expe-
rience. 
 
The doctoral thesis may be co-supervised by other 
doctoral degree holders when there are justifiable 
academic reasons for doing so, which may include 
the fact that the thesis covers an interdisciplinary 
topic or is part of a joint doctoral programme. For a 
co-supervised thesis, prior authorization is re-
quired from the CAPD and proof that at least one of 
the two supervisors meets some of the conditions 
set out in the previous point. Authorisation could be 
revoked subsequently if, according to CAPD crite-
ria, the co-supervision does not benefit the devel-
opment of the thesis. 
 
Although thesis co-supervision is usually consid-
ered to mean guidance by two supervisors, in ex-
ceptional cases the Doctoral College Management 
Board may approve the appointment of a maximum 
of three supervisors. In no case can this maximum 
number of thesis supervisors be exceeded, even 
under a joint supervision agreement. 
 
A supervisor may oversee a maximum of five doc-
toral theses at the same time. Co-supervision will 
count as half of sole thesis supervision. 
 
If a doctoral student is not assigned a thesis super-
visor at the time of admission, the CAPD shall have 
a period of three months after the student’s enrol-
ment to appoint a supervisor. 
 
7.2. Commitment agreement 
 
The tasks of supervision, tutoring and monitoring a 
doctoral student are described in the commitment 
agreement, which is signed by the doctoral student, 
the thesis supervisor(s), the tutor, if applicable, and 
the coordinator of the doctoral programme, and has 
the approval of the director of the Doctoral College. 
 
The commitment agreement also sets out the con-
flict resolution procedure, aspects of intellectual 
and industrial property rights, confidentiality is-
sues, and other applicable regulations. 
 
The commitment agreement is signed as soon as 
possible after admission of the doctoral student to 
the doctoral programme and is submitted to the Ac-
ademic Administration. 
 
In the event that the thesis supervision changes 
during the preparation of the thesis, a new commit-
ment document must be signed and sent to the Ac-
ademic Administration. 
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7.3. Research proposal 
 
Within six months from the date of appointment of 
a thesis supervisor, the student must draw up a re-
search proposal (PI), which shall describe the 
methodology, the objectives, the means, and the 
time planning. 
 
The PI must be assessed by the thesis supervisor(s) 
and, if applicable, by the tutor. It will then be eval-
uated by the CAPD. A PI that has a positive evalua-
tion is an essential requirement for continuance on 
the doctoral programme. If the CAPD identifies ma-
jor shortcomings in the PI, the doctoral student 
shall have six months to prepare and submit a new 
proposal. If the shortcomings are not resolved, the 
CAPD must issue a detailed report and the student 
shall be permanently withdrawn from the pro-
gramme. 
 
The proposal may be modified and described at any 
time during the period of thesis preparation, as long 
as the changes are justified and duly approved by 
the CAPD through the module for monitoring doc-
toral theses. 
 
7.4. Doctoral student activity report 
 
The Doctoral Student Activity Report (DAD) is a reg-
ister of all the training and research activities car-
ried out during the period of doctoral studies. 
 
The DAD is designed for and regularly reviewed by 
the thesis supervisor(s) or, if applicable, the tutor, 
and is checked once a year by the CAPD. 
 
The doctoral student must keep the DAD up to date 
and submit all academic certificates to the super-
visor as proof of the activities that he/she has car-
ried out, using the module for doctoral thesis 
monitoring. 
 
7.5. Assessment 
 
7.5.1. Bridging courses 
 
In bridging courses that form part of the curricula of 
master's degree courses at UVic-UCC, assessment 
is carried out in accordance with the procedures 
and criteria established in the academic regula-
tions that govern these courses. 
 
In other activities planned by the CAPD or by the 
Doctoral College, the assessment criteria estab-
lished for each activity shall apply. 
 
 
 
 

7.5.2. Annual monitoring of the doctoral student 
 
The CAPD is responsible for the annual assessment 
of doctoral students. This assessment is designed 
to ensure that, on completion of their studies, doc-
toral students have gained the core and specific 
competencies defined in the doctoral programme, 
in accordance with the current regulations govern-
ing doctoral studies, and to verify the quality and 
progress of doctoral theses. 
 
Every year, the doctoral student shall orally present 
the development of their research work. The 
presentation shall be assessed by a supervisory 
board appointed by the CAPD and comprised of 
three doctoral degree holders who are experts in 
the field of the thesis and may or may not be teach-
ing staff involved in the doctoral programme. 
 
At the end of each academic year, the CAPD will es-
tablish the composition of the supervisory board, 
the dates of the oral presentations, and any other 
requirements that the doctoral students must 
meet. 
In exceptional cases, when the period for a doctoral 
student’s oral presentation coincides with a short 
period of research training abroad, field work, etc. 
the CAPD may allow another format instead of the 
oral presentation. 
 
The CAPD will evaluate the following documents 
every year: 
 
 Research proposal 

 Doctoral student activity report  

 Reports by the thesis supervisor(s) and the tu-
tor, if applicable 

 Monitoring Committee minutes 

 
The results of all the evaluations shall be entered in 
the module for monitoring doctoral theses, with an 
indication of whether the result was positive or neg-
ative. To complete the assessment of the doctoral 
student, the CAPD may request more proof of activ-
ities or information from members of the student’s 
research group. 
 
For a student to remain on the doctoral programme, 
they must receive a positive assessment. If the 
CAPD identifies major shortcomings, the doctoral 
student may be asked to present a new research 
plan within six months. If the shortcomings are not 
resolved and the assessment is again negative, the 
CAPD shall issue a detailed report and the doctoral 
student will be permanently withdrawn from the 
doctoral programme. 
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The doctoral student has the right to consult and 
review the assessment reports. 
 
November 1 is set as the deadline for the coordina-
tion of each doctoral programme to finalise the as-
sessment records of students on its programme. If 
this deadline has passed and some doctoral stu-
dents have not qualified, the Management Board 
and subsequently the relevant doctoral students 
and thesis supervisors will be informed that the as-
sessment was negative. The doctoral students will 
then have six months to resubmit the documents 
and appear before the supervisory board. If after six 
months the student has not appeared before the 
supervisory board or receives another negative as-
sessment, they will be withdrawn and their aca-
demic record will be closed. 
 
7.6. Changing a thesis supervisor 
 
The CAPD, the doctoral student and the thesis su-
pervisor(s) may request a change in thesis supervi-
sor at any time during the doctoral studies prior to 
depositing the thesis, provided that justifiable rea-
sons are given. 
 
A proposal to change thesis supervisor must be 
duly justified and approved by the CAPD for the 
change to take effect. 
 
If the thesis supervisor is changed, a new commit-
ment agreement must be signed. 
 
7.7. Changing a doctoral programme 
 
The doctoral student may apply to move to a differ-
ent doctoral programme within the same university 
by submitting an application form explaining 
his/her reasons for the change to the CAPD of the 
chosen programme. This CAPD shall then hold an 
extraordinary meeting and, if considered neces-
sary, consult the CAPD of the student’s original 
doctoral programme to request any relevant infor-
mation. The CAPD’s decision shall then be an-
nounced. 
 
If a doctoral student changes programme, they may 
need to take additional bridging courses. This will 
be determined by the CAPD of the chosen doctoral 
programme. The doctoral student may also need to 
change thesis supervisor(s). 
 
 
Chapter II. The doctoral thesis 
 
1. The doctoral thesis 
 
A doctoral thesis is an original piece of research 
carried out by a doctoral student in any field that is 

intended to prepare the student for independent 
work in research, development and innovation. The 
thesis must be on one of the lines of research cov-
ered by the student’s doctoral programme. 
 
The thesis must be written and subsequently de-
fended in public in either of the official languages 
of Catalonia (Spanish or Catalan) or in English, in 
accordance with the regulations for each doctoral 
programme. In exceptional and duly justified cases, 
the Academic Committee for the Doctoral Pro-
gramme (CAPD) may allow a student to write and 
defend their thesis in another language. 
 
The doctoral thesis must include: an introduction to 
the topic of study, the objectives, the research 
methodology used, a discussion of the results and 
the conclusions. In addition, it may include any ap-
pendices that are deemed appropriate. 
 
 
2. Depositing the doctoral thesis 
 
When the preparation of a doctoral thesis has been 
completed and the compulsory activities of the 
doctoral programme have been validated, and in a 
period of two months prior to the possible date of 
the thesis defence, the doctoral student shall sub-
mit an application to Academic Administration 
(AGA) for authorisation to deposit the thesis. The 
application shall be accompanied by the docu-
ments described in appendices I, II, III, IV and V of 
these regulations. 
 
To deposit a thesis, doctoral students must prove 
that they have at least one positive assessment 
from the supervisory board for their doctoral pro-
gramme. In exceptional circumstances, the Doc-
toral College Management Board may agree to 
shorten this period on request by the doctoral stu-
dent and the thesis supervisor, provided there are 
justifiable reasons for doing so. 
 
In addition, to ensure the quality of research in the 
doctoral thesis, the CAPD will require the doctoral 
student to have published a paper associated with 
the thesis in an indexed journal at the time of the 
thesis deposit. 
 
If the CAPD gives its authorisation, the thesis shall 
be deposited in the University library. 
 
In no more than five working days after the thesis 
deposit, the Doctoral College Office shall announce 
the deposit on the Doctoral College website, and to 
the departments, research and knowledge transfer 
centres, chairs, research groups and schools and 
faculties of UVic-UCC. The thesis shall be on de-
posit for ten working days, excluding Saturdays, the 
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month of August, and the Christmas and Easter hol-
idays. Whilst the doctoral thesis is on deposit, any 
doctoral degree holder can read it and, if necessary, 
send a report to the Doctoral College Management 
Board with any comments on the contents that 
he/she deems relevant. During this period, the the-
sis shall be analysed using anti-plagiarism soft-
ware. 
 
Taking into account the comments received, the re-
sults of the analysis of the thesis, and the advice of 
the corresponding department and any specialists 
who are considered relevant, the Doctoral College 
Management Board shall decide whether to author-
ise the public defence of the thesis. If the Board 
does not approve the thesis defence, the doctoral 
student, thesis supervisor(s) and tutor, if applica-
ble, shall be informed of the reasons in writing. 
 
 
3. Authorisation to defend the doctoral thesis 
 
3.1. Composition of the doctoral panel 
 
In the meeting to authorise the defence of the the-
sis, the Doctoral College Management Board shall 
also evaluate the proposal for the doctoral panel. 
The Board will then appoint a panel comprised of 
three members and two substitutes. Only one 
member of the panel can be from UVic-UCC or from 
an institute that collaborates with the Doctoral Col-
lege or with the doctoral programme. If substitutes 
have to take their places on the panel, the same 
proportion of UVic-UCC and external members shall 
be maintained. 
 
All panel members must hold a doctoral degree cer-
tificate and have recognised research experience. 
The research experience must be demonstrated by 
publications in a similar field to the subject of the 
thesis. Panel members must also meet one of the 
following conditions: 
 
 Have a research premium 

 Have received research accreditation 

 Be member of a team working on a competitively 
funded research project 

 
In exceptional cases, other forms of recognition of 
research experience may be considered. 
 
If a student has opted for the International Doctor-
ate Mention, the composition of the doctoral panel 
must meet the requirements established in Point 5 
of this chapter. 
 

Students who have opted for the Industrial Doctor-
ate Mention must meet the requirements and sub-
mit the documents described in Point 6 of this 
chapter. 
 
If the thesis is presented under co-supervision, the 
requirements established in Point 7 of this chapter 
must be met. 
 
When a thesis is submitted as a collection of pub-
lished articles, the doctoral student must meet the 
requirements and submit the documents specified 
in Point 8 of this chapter. 
 
The following people cannot form part of the exam-
ination panel under any circumstances: the super-
visor or co-supervisor of the thesis, the tutor, the 
person responsible for the placement to obtain an 
industrial doctorate certificate or the person re-
sponsible for the placement to obtain an interna-
tional doctorate certificate. Co-authors of 
published papers related to the thesis research 
cannot be members of the panel either. 
 
Among the members of the doctoral panel, the Doc-
toral College Management Board shall appoint a 
chairperson and a secretary. The chairperson shall 
be the member of the panel who has the most 
demonstrated experience in research and/or in 
their academic career. 
 
The Doctoral College Management Board shall send 
a copy of the agreements to authorise the thesis 
defence to the doctoral student, via the Doctoral 
College Office. 
 
From the day after reception of the agreement to 
authorise the thesis defence, the doctoral student 
has five days to submit to each member of the doc-
toral panel a copy of the doctoral thesis. He/she 
must also enrol for the thesis defence in this period. 
The copy of the thesis can be sent by email or 
printed, as deemed appropriate. 
 
In the case of joint doctoral programmes taught by 
several universities and co-supervised doctoral 
theses, the doctoral panel will be formed according 
to the provisions in the collaboration agreement be-
tween the participating universities. 
 
3.2. Notification of the date and place of the thesis 
defence 
 
Once the thesis defence has been authorised and 
the doctoral student has paid in full the corre-
sponding enrolment fee, all annual enrolment fees 
for thesis tutorials, and the annual fees for the pe-
riod of thesis preparation, the Doctoral College 
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shall announce the date and place of the thesis de-
fence. 
 
The Doctoral College Office shall submit to the sec-
retary of the doctoral panel all the documents re-
quired for the thesis defence, between five and 
seven days before the public event. 
 
There must be a period of 15 to 60 days between the 
approval of the thesis by the Academic Committee 
for the Doctoral Programme and its defence. 
 
The public defence must be held on a teaching day 
during the academic year. It cannot be held in Au-
gust, as this month is considered a holiday. 
 
3.3. Incidents involving the doctoral panel 
 
For its actions to be valid, the doctoral panel must 
have all three members present, including the 
chairperson and secretary. 
 
If, for a justifiable reason, according to the doctoral 
panel’s chairperson, the public defence cannot 
take place on the date announced, the chairperson 
may set a new date for the thesis defence that must 
be in the following 15 days. In this case, the same 
individuals who were informed of the first date of 
the thesis defence must be given the new date with 
at least 24 hours’ notice. 
 
If the thesis defence has been convened and one of 
the members of the panel cannot attend for a justi-
fiable reason, the chairperson must replace 
him/her with a substitute. If the chairperson is un-
able to attend, the Doctoral College Management 
Board will be responsible for appointing a substi-
tute. In all cases, the appointment of substitutes is 
subject to the restrictions and conditions on the 
composition of the doctoral panel described in 
Point 3.1 of this chapter. 
 
If the thesis defence cannot be held in the estab-
lished period or there are not enough substitutes to 
ensure the presence of three members (including 
original members and substitutes), in accordance 
with the limitations and conditions on the composi-
tion of doctoral panels established in these regula-
tions, the Doctoral College Management Board 
must appoint a new doctoral panel. To do so, the 
Board must follow the procedure established in 
these regulations. 
 
If a doctoral student does not attend the thesis de-
fence and his/her absence is not justified, this fact 
will be recorded during the corresponding event 
and a fail grade will be awarded. 
 
 

3.4. Suspension of the thesis defence 
 
The CAPD may suspend the thesis defence proce-
dure for duly justified, serious reasons up to the 
moment immediately prior to the public presenta-
tion and defence. 
 
 
4. Defence of the doctoral thesis 
 
4.1 Public thesis defence 
 
The thesis defence shall be held in a public session 
at UVic-UCC before the members of the doctoral 
panel. In the case of joint doctoral programmes and 
co-supervised theses, the thesis defence will take 
place at the location specified in the collaboration 
agreement. 
 
The thesis defence could take place at federated or 
affiliated centres or at university hospitals associ-
ated with the UVic-UCC, as specified in these regu-
lations, provided that a formal request is made by 
the thesis supervisor to the Doctoral College Man-
agement Board when the thesis is deposited. In 
these cases, the affiliated centres or the Hospital 
Universitari de Vic shall be responsible for the lo-
gistic organisation of the event. 
 
The thesis defence will preferably be face-to-face. 
However, in duly justified cases, when the physical 
presence of a member of the examination panel is 
not possible, the Doctoral College Management 
Board may authorise the examiner to connect to the 
event online. In no case can the person who is ab-
sent be the president or the secretary. An applica-
tion must be made for a thesis defence with a 
member of the examination panel connected online 
with the doctoral thesis supervisor. This situation 
can be authorized if all the requirements in these 
regulations are met. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, the Doctoral College 
Management Board may authorize completely 
online thesis defences, as long as the reasons are 
justified and compliance with all provisions in these 
regulations is guaranteed. 
 
The defence will consist of a 35-50 minute presen-
tation of the research that was undertaken, cover-
ing the methodology, the contents and the 
conclusions, with special emphasis on the original 
contributions. 
 
In exceptional circumstances determined by the 
Academic Committee for the Doctoral Programme, 
which include, among others, the involvement of 
companies or institutions in the programme, the 
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existence of confidentiality agreements with com-
panies or the possibility of obtaining patents re-
lated to the thesis content, appropriate measures 
shall be taken to ensure that confidential aspects 
of the work are not made public. However, the 
measures shall not impede the public presentation 
of the doctoral thesis’ contribution to knowledge. 
The members of the doctoral panel and the Doctoral 
College Management Board shall be informed of 
these measures, in accordance with the industrial 
property regulations and other current University 
regulations. 
 
The members of the panel may ask the doctoral stu-
dent any questions they consider appropriate. 
Moreover, any doctoral degree holders in attend-
ance may pose questions at the time and in the 
manner indicated by the chairperson of the panel. 
 
The doctoral panel shall have access to the Doc-
toral Student Activity Report. This document shall 
not be used to generate a quantitative score, but ra-
ther as a qualitative assessment instrument that 
complements the evaluation of the doctoral thesis 
and reflects the skills gained by the student during 
the doctoral studies. 
 
4.2. Assessment and mark 
 
Once the thesis defence has been completed, the 
doctoral panel will issue a report and award an 
overall mark on the following scale: 
 
 Fail 

 Pass 

 Merit 

 Excellent 

 
Before closing the session, the chairperson of the 
doctoral panel shall verbally communicate the 
mark awarded to the doctoral student and anyone 
else present. 
 
4.3. Cum laude distinction 
 
Members of the doctoral panel may suggest that 
the thesis merits the cum laude distinction, if it has 
been unanimously awarded an overall mark of ex-
cellent. The distinction shall only be granted if 
panel members vote unanimously for this option by 
secret ballot. On the ballot paper, panel members 
must indicate their reasons for either granting or 
withholding the cum laude distinction. 
 
On completion of the event, the secretary will issue 
a certificate of the doctoral thesis defence, which 
must be signed by all members of the doctoral 
panel. Once signed, the certificate shall be sent to 

the Doctoral College Office, along with all the other 
documents related to the thesis defence. 
 
If the thesis defence is held at a location other than 
the UVic-UCC (affiliated and federated centres or 
university hospitals associated with the UVic-UCC), 
the secretary of the doctoral panel shall also be re-
sponsible for submitting to the Doctoral College Of-
fice the certificate of the doctoral thesis defence 
and all the other documents related to the thesis 
defence. If the secretary is not a member of the 
UVic-UCC, this task must be undertaken by the the-
sis supervisor and/or tutor. 
 
Within five working days from the date of the thesis 
defence, the management of the Doctoral College 
will open the envelopes containing the vote on the 
cum laude distinction. If there is a unanimous vote 
in favour of granting the distinction, the manage-
ment will notify the doctoral student, the thesis su-
pervisor, the Doctoral College Management Board 
and the corresponding CAPD. 
 
If, based on comments made by the doctoral degree 
holders at the public thesis defence, the doctoral 
panel considers that the deposited copies of the 
thesis should be replaced, the secretary of the 
panel shall issue a report on this matter and the 
process of replacing the thesis shall begin. 
 
The doctoral panel’s decision cannot be appealed, 
and the content of the reports cannot subsequently 
be modified, amended or rectified. 
 
The doctoral student can request a long-form cer-
tificate of the doctoral thesis assessment reports. 
 
 
5. International Doctorate Mention 
 
The doctoral student may be awarded an Interna-
tional Doctorate Mention if the following require-
ments are met: 
 
1. During the training period required to obtain the 

doctoral degree certificate, the doctoral student 
must have spent at least three months at a re-
nowned higher education institution or research 
centre in another country, taking courses or con-
ducting research. The period abroad and the ac-
tivities must be assessed by the thesis 
supervisor and approved by the CAPD, and must 
be included in the DAD. The three months abroad 
can be completed in stages, provided they are all 
at the same institution. 

2. Part of the thesis (at least the abstract and con-
clusions) must be written and submitted in one 
of the languages commonly used for scientific 
communication in the area of knowledge in 
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question. This language may not be any of the 
joint official languages of Spain. This regulation 
shall not be applied when the research visit, re-
ports and experts are in or from a Spanish-
speaking country. 

3. At least two doctoral-level experts from a higher 
education institution or research centre in an-
other country and a doctoral-level expert from 
UVic-UCC must issue reports on the thesis. 

4. The thesis doctoral panel must include at least 
one doctoral-level expert from a higher educa-
tion institution or research centre in a different 
country. This expert cannot be the person re-
sponsible for the student’s research visit at a 
host institution, as mentioned in Section 1. 

 
The thesis defence must take place on the premises 
of UVic-UCC or, in the case of joint doctoral pro-
grammes and co-supervised theses, at the location 
specified in the collaboration agreement. 
 
 
6. Industrial Doctorate Mention 
 
The doctoral student can obtain an Industrial Doc-
torate Mention if the following conditions are met: 
 
1. The doctoral student has an employment or 

commercial contract. The contract could be with 
a company in the private or public sector, or with 
a government body. 

2. The doctoral student must participate in an in-
dustrial research or experimental project under-
taken in the company or government body in 
which the student is working, which cannot be a 
university in any case. The industrial research 
project or experimental development in which 
the doctoral student participates must be di-
rectly related with their thesis. Evidence of this 
direct relationship shall be provided in a report 
that must be approved by the Academic Com-
mittee for the Doctoral Programme (CAPD) to 
which the doctoral student is attached. 

 
If the industrial research project or experimental 
development is undertaken with collaboration be-
tween the University and the company or govern-
ment body in which the student is working, a 
framework agreement for collaboration between 
the parties shall be drawn up, which will establish 
the obligations of the University and those of the 
company or government body. 
 
The doctoral student has a thesis tutor appointed 
by the University and a head assigned by the com-

pany or government body, who may also be the the-
sis supervisor, in accordance with Point 7, Chapter 
I of these regulations. 
 
In general, the Industrial Doctorate Mention shall 
be awarded to all doctoral students who have ob-
tained an Industrial Doctorate Grant awarded by 
the Agency for the Management of University and 
Research Grants (AGAUR) of the Government of 
Catalonia’s Ministry of Business and Knowledge. 
 
 
7. Joint supervision of the doctoral thesis 
 
Doctoral students may apply for joint thesis super-
vision if they meet the following requirements: 
 
 There is an agreement between UVic-UCC and 

the foreign university or higher education insti-
tution that can award doctoral degree certifi-
cates during the first year of preparation of a 
doctoral thesis. 

 The doctoral student has been admitted to a 
doctoral programme at UVic-UCC and at the for-
eign university with which the agreement has 
been signed, and is supervised by one or more 
PhD holders at the two universities. 

 The doctoral student has the approval of the Ac-
ademic Committee for the Doctoral Programme 
(CAPD) to prepare the doctoral thesis under joint 
supervision. 

 The time dedicated to preparing the doctoral 
thesis is divided between the two institutions. 
The doctoral student must spend at least six 
months at the university or higher education 
centre outside of Spain with which the co-su-
pervision agreement has been established, alt-
hough this period does not have to be 
consecutive. The placements and activities 
must be described in the co-supervision agree-
ment. 

 
Doctoral students who prepare a doctoral thesis 
under joint supervision must pay the UVic-UCC en-
rolment fee for the doctoral programme every aca-
demic year, as established in the provisions of the 
agreement. 
 
Procedures for annual supervision, the doctoral 
panel, thesis defence, assessment and issue of the 
doctoral certificate shall also be determined by the 
provisions established in the agreement. The back 
of the doctoral certificate shall contain the state-
ment: “Thesis undertaken under co-supervision 
with the foreign university or higher education cen-
tre with which an agreement has been signed”. 
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8. Thesis submission as a collection of published 
articles 

 
A doctoral thesis can be submitted as a collection 
of published articles. 
 
In this case, the following requirements must be 
met: 
 
 Have a minimum of three articles published or 

accepted on the same line of research, two of 
which are indexed in the Journal Citation Re-
ports (JCR - Clarivate) that includes the Science 
Citation Index (SCI), the Social Science Citation 
Index (SSCI) and the Arts Humanities Citation In-
dex (AHCI) and/or Scimago Journal Rank (SJR - 
Scopus) or have a minimum of five articles, three 
of which are indexed in Carhus+ band A. If the 
articles have been published in non-indexed 
journals, the scientific recognition of the journal 
in its area, and the rigour and objectivity of the 
article selection process will be considered. The 
journal must have an editorial board comprised 
of recognized experts and follow an external, in-
dependent review process prior to publication. 

 At least the two papers in the thesis that have 
the best journal ranking were published or ac-
cepted for publication within four years prior to 
the submission of the thesis. 

 The co-authors of papers in the thesis cannot 
form part of the doctoral panel that assesses the 
thesis, or be considered as external thesis eval-
uators. 

 Whenever possible, the association of the doc-
toral student with UVic-UCC is stated in the pub-
lished papers, either through the affiliation of 
the thesis supervisor or the doctoral student 
with the university, in the acknowledgements, or 
in a footnote, using the expression: “This work 
was carried out as part of the doctoral pro-
gramme in ... at the University of Vic - Central 
University of Catalonia”, or a similar phrase. 

 In addition to a copy of the published articles, 
the thesis must include a general introduction to 
present the papers and justify the thematic 
unity of the thesis and the coherence of the col-
lection of articles included in this format of doc-
toral thesis. It must also include a general 
summary of the results, the discussion of the re-
sults, and the final conclusions. 

 Any other requirements that might be estab-
lished by the CAPD for this purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 

9. Publication and archiving of the doctoral thesis 
 
If the doctoral thesis receives a pass grade, the 
UVic-UCC Library will archive an electronic copy in 
an open repository of the Catalan Universities’ The-
ses and Dissertations Online (TDX) and the Univer-
sity of Vic - Central University of Catalonia (RIUVIC), 
and a printed copy (see Appendix VI). The deadline 
for submitting all the documents to the library is 
between 3 and 6 months after the thesis defence. A 
copy of the thesis in electronic format shall also be 
sent to the Thesis Database of the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Culture and Sport, along with all the data 
and additional information required for the identifi-
cation of the thesis. 
 
Copyright is protected by the publication agree-
ment, in which the author reserves the right to pub-
lish the thesis with other publishing companies 
and/or in other media. 
 
 
Chapter III. The doctoral degree certificate 
 
1. Issue of the doctoral degree certificate 
 
After successful completion of the thesis defence, 
the new doctoral degree holder can apply for issue 
of a doctoral degree certificate in accordance with 
current legislation. In line with regulations on the 
issuance of certificates, the title of the qualifica-
tion shall be: Doctor of the University of Vic - Cen-
tral University of Catalonia, and the certificate shall 
include information on the corresponding doctoral 
programme and any doctoral mentions. 
 
1.1. Payment of fees 
 
To be issued an official doctoral degree certificate, 
the doctoral degree holder must pay the fee that is 
set every year by the University of Vic - Central Uni-
versity of Catalonia, and must be up to date with 
payment of their annual enrolment fees for thesis 
tutorials and annual fees for the thesis preparation 
period. 
 
The new doctoral degree holder can apply for a pro-
visional doctoral degree certificate whilst the origi-
nal is being prepared, so that they can join 
associations, submit the certificate to government 
departments in other countries, etc. 
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1.2. Collection of the doctoral degree certificate 
 
The title is given to the new doctor personally. 
He/she must provide proof of identification with the 
corresponding valid official document. Doctoral de-
gree holders may grant another person permission 
to collect the certificate, through power of attorney. 
 
New doctoral degree holders can ask the Doctoral 
College to send their degree certificate to the clos-
est official offices to their place of residence if they 
do not live in the Province of Barcelona, or to the 
closest Spanish ambassador or consulate if they 
live outside of Spain. 
 
1.3. Signing of the degree certificate 
 
Once the new doctoral degree holder has confirmed 
that the information displayed on the degree certif-
icate is correct, he/she must sign it. 
 
1.4. Duplicate certificates 
 
The new doctoral degree holder can request the is-
sue of a duplicate degree certificate when the initial 
information in the document needs to be modified 
or rectified. Supporting documents must be pro-
vided. 
 
The main reasons for requesting a duplicate degree 
certificate are: 
 
 A change of name, surname or personal details 

 A change in nationality 

 Loss of the original certificate 

 
The new doctoral degree holder must pay the fee 
established for issuing a duplicate certificate in the 
following cases: 
 
 When the initial information needs to be modi-

fied for a reason attributable to the degree 
holder. 

 When the certificate has already been collected 
by the student and subsequently needs to be 
rectified. 

 In the case of loss of a doctoral degree certifi-
cate, graduates must pay the duplicate fee and 
the fee for officially recording the loss in the Of-
ficial Gazette of the Spanish Government (BOE). 

 
 
2. Special awards 
 
UVic-UCC may give honourable mentions or special 
awards to doctoral theses that deserve recognition 

for their high quality. These awards will be noted in 
the corresponding academic certificate. 
 
 
3. Honorary doctorate 
 
UVic-UCC may award an honorary doctorate to indi-
viduals whose exceptional academic, scientific or 
personal merits deserve this distinction. 
 
3.1. Awarding and procedure 
 
The University may award an honorary doctorate to 
people in recognition of their relevance and excel-
lence in the academic, scientific, literary, cultural, 
social, political or economic spheres. 
 
The following bodies may propose the award of an 
honorary doctorate from UVic-UCC departments, 
governing bodies of the faculties or schools, the 
Doctoral College Management Board and the rec-
tor. The proposal must be submitted during the ac-
ademic year, must be approved by the Doctoral 
College’s Management Board and by the Governing 
Council of UVic-UCC. 
 
Once approved by the Governing Council, the pro-
posal must be submitted to the Board of FUBalmes, 
which shall approve, when appropriate, the award 
of the honorary doctorate in question. 
 
 
Provisions 
 
Final provision 
 
These regulations shall come into effect at the time 
of their approval. 
 
Repeal 
 
These regulations replace and abrogate previous 
doctoral studies regulations of UVic-UCC and re-
peal any other contradictory previous regulations. 
 
 
Appendices 
 
Appendix 1. Documents that must be submitted to 
deposit a doctoral thesis 
 
The doctoral student must submit the following 
documents in order to deposit a doctoral thesis: 
 
 Thesis deposit authorisation form. 

 Report and curriculum vitae of two assessors 
who are not from UVic-UCC or involved in the 
doctoral programme, who are experts in the sub-



18 

ject(s) addressed in the doctoral thesis. The the-
sis supervisor and/or tutor, if applicable, must 
have contacted the external assessors to re-
quest the reports. 

 Doctoral Student Activity Report, using the cor-
responding application form.  

 Authorisation given by the supervisor(s) to de-
posit the doctoral thesis, confirmed by the the-
sis tutor, if applicable. 

 Two bound copies of the thesis signed by the 
doctoral student, in the format established. 

 A digital copy of the doctoral thesis and of the 
student’s curriculum in PDF format or similar. 

 If the thesis is written in a language other than 
Catalan, a summary must be submitted in Cata-
lan that is at least five pages long. 

 The thesis supervisor must submit a proposal of 
six experts who could form part of the doctoral 
panel and a proposal for the date of the thesis 
reading and defence, using the corresponding 
application form. 

The following must be attached to this proposal: 

 A copy of the curriculum vitae of the pro-
posed members of the doctoral panel, using 
the standard template. Curriculum vitae 
must include at least specific details of the 
members’ accreditations, six-year evalua-
tions, publications and research projects 
from the last five years. 

 Acceptance document. 

 Copy of a paper associated with the doctoral 
thesis that has been published in an indexed 
journal or a copy of an official document indicat-
ing that a paper has been accepted by an in-
dexed journal. 

 The journals must be related to the knowledge 
area addressed in the thesis. For theses on art 
that include interventions, exhibitions, use of 
objects, etc., a proposal for the public presenta-
tion of the project must be attached, including 
the technical conditions and the design of the 
thesis defence. 

 
All these documents must be drawn up and re-
viewed by the thesis supervisor(s) and the doctoral 
student together. 
 
 
Appendix II. Documents required for submission of 
the thesis as a collection of published articles 
 
If a doctoral thesis is submitted as a collection of 
published articles, the doctoral student must at-
tach the documents described in Point 2, Chapter II 

of these regulations to the thesis deposit authori-
sation form, as well as the following: 
 
 A report by the thesis supervisor on the impact 

factor or ranking of the journal in which the pa-
pers included in the doctoral thesis have been 
published. The report must explain why the col-
lection of articles is coherent and thus has the 
character of a doctoral thesis. 

 A list of the publications that form part of the 
collection of published articles. 

 Doctoral students must provide a copy of the 
published papers, according to UVic-UCC’s reg-
ulations on authorship of scientific publications 
by teaching staff, and the full reference of the 
journal in which they have been published. If a 
paper has been accepted for publication, proof 
of acceptance must be provided as well as the 
full reference of the journal. In all cases, the im-
pact factor, the quartile and the knowledge area 
must be provided for each journal in which a pa-
per has been published, or data must be in-
cluded on the objective impact of the results. 

 If any of the publications were written with a co-
author, the thesis supervisor must provide a re-
port that describes the doctoral student’s par-
ticipation in each article in detail.  

 A consent form signed by the rest of the non-
doctoral degree holding co-authors of the paper 
presented in the doctoral thesis. 

 
The Academic Committee for the Doctoral Pro-
gramme shall study the submitted documents and 
decide whether it is appropriate to present the doc-
toral thesis in this format. 
 
 
Appendix III. Documents required to apply for an 
International Doctorate Mention 
 
Together with the thesis deposit authorisation 
form, doctoral students who wish to apply for an In-
ternational Doctorate Mention on their doctoral de-
gree certificate must submit the following 
documents: 
 
 A certificate of the research period abroad is-

sued by the head or director of the host institu-
tion, which certifies that the requirements 
established in Point 5, Chapter II of these regu-
lations have been met. 

 Reports by two experts in non-Spanish higher 
education institutions or research centres and 
by one doctoral degree holder at the UVic-UCC. 
The curriculum vitae of the experts must be at-
tached. 
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Appendix IV. Documents to apply for the Industrial 
Doctorate Mention 
 
Together with the thesis deposit authorisation 
form, doctoral students who wish to apply for an In-
dustrial Doctorate Mention on their doctoral degree 
certificate must submit the following documents: 
 
 Approval of the industrial doctorate project re-

port, if applicable. 

 A copy of the collaboration agreement between 
the relevant parties, if applicable. 

 
 
Appendix V. Application and authorisation of co-
supervision 
 
During the first year of preparation of the doctoral 
thesis, doctoral students who wish to apply for the 
co-supervision system must present the following: 
 
 An application to the CAPD, explaining the rea-

sons for applying for co-supervision. 

 A proposed agreement, using the standard 
model. 

 
 

Appendix VI. Documents required to apply for pub-
lication and archiving of the doctoral thesis 
 
If the thesis is satisfactory, UVic-UCC library shall 
archive a copy in electronic format in the Univer-
sity’s open repository and in the Catalan Universi-
ties’ repository Doctoral Theses Online (TDX), and 
file a printed copy. For this purpose, the doctoral 
student must submit the following documents to 
the library: 
 
 Full text of the thesis in pdf format. If the thesis 

contains some sections that are subject to a 
copyright transfer agreement, that is, publishing 
policies determine that part of the thesis con-
tent cannot be published in open access format, 
then a copy of the text should be submitted in 
PDF format, in which the affected chapters are 
replaced by a reference to the paper in question. 

 A Word file containing a summary of the thesis in 
Catalan and/or Spanish, and another in English 
(maximum length: 150 words in each language). 

 A list of keywords on the content of the thesis in 
Catalan and/or Spanish and another in English. 

 
In addition, the doctoral student must sign a publi-
cation agreement between himself/herself and the 
University. Once the document has been signed, the 
library will add the thesis to the repositories and 
notify the author. 
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