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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to answer the principal question, Do Real Books help the
learning of English in P4?, and create a useful document to English teachers in Infant
Education that are interested in working through stories. Previous to the development
of the work, it has been necessary a research work and a theoretical documentation,
performed using a literature review. This process has served to establish the basis of

the study and to develop the subsequent didactic intervention.

This second part of the study, the didactic intervention, contains all the information
about how it was planned, carried to term and evaluated. There are three different ‘real
books’ used as a reference in which the reader can see how to choose the correct
story, how to adapt the text to the children, the daily planning, and how to evaluate the

activities.
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1. Problem statement

One of the most important challenges regarding the teaching of English in Early Years
is how to help children to understand the language and how to prepare them for a
future competence in it. In this line of discussion we find all sorts of resources but, in
this study, | will focus on the Real Books, it means, stories that are read in America or
the United Kingdom. This material, which is part of the Whole Language Approach,
emphasizes on learning how to read by understanding what is being read, that is, we
can only say that a child can read when he/she understands the meaning of the text. It
means reading for meaning.

Considering the current situation | propose to find out if, indeed, the Real Books help

the learning of English in Early Years, especially for children from four years.

2. Aims of the study

The main objectives that this study aims to solve are completely interrelated. It is
important to know that possibly, as the study advances, we would have more aims to
solve and we will must decide if we are going to solve them all, some of them, or just

the initial. Now, the most important aims are:

- Discover how we can work the language starting from Real Books.
- Discover how to use their vocabulary and plot in Infant Education.
- Discover if there is a growing understanding of the English language using this

material, how and why we can say it.

3. Methodology

In this section | will describe the paradigm to which the study belongs, the
methodological guidance, the specific aspects and the instruments that are going to be
used to carry this study.

3.1 Paradigm of research

The aim of this study is to analyze a social transformation, how working with English
storybooks in the classroom affects to the children, and indentify which is the potential
for change. The research also aims to analyze the situation and, obviously, the
researcher will be a subject more, | will be present in the classroom and working with

the Real Books always.
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To carry out the research we start from the theory that exists on this subject; but, at the
moment it is implemented in a classroom, theory and practice are not dissociable, it
means that practice is theory in action. | am not going to observe how English teachers
do their work at school and propose something in order to do it well; | am going to
study how | can teach English through Real Books, proposing a lesson plan, and then
evaluate if it helps or not the learning of English.

For all these reasons, and all that we will discover along the investigation, we can say
that this study is part of the sociocritical paradigm.

3.2 Methodological guidance

In this study | am going to analyze how the use of Real Books helps, or not, the
learning of English basing on what we can see, on the experience.

This study will be put into practice in a school of Barcelona, more exactly with children
who are four years old. In this sense we can say that there is no randomness in the
allocation of these individuals. Children who will be part of the study were part of the
same group before; in this case the criterion is the year in which children are born and
the school where they study.

| have chosen this school because it is where | will do my placement, so my stay there
is real, | would have been there anyway. Therefore, the situation in which the research
would be carried out is real.

What is intended with this study is to establish causality relationships between the
independent variable (implementation of Real Books) and the dependent variable (if

the level of understanding and verbalising have an increase or not).

3.3 Dimensions or specific aspects of the study

The specific aspects of this study are:

- Discover how we can work the language starting from Real Books.

- Analyze how we can use stories and their vocabulary to understand the plot of each
one, and how we have to approach activities about the story and how they help the
understanding of the story.

- Discover if we can say that this material helps the understanding of English in Infant
Education.

- Observe and evaluate my intervention in order to consider it also as a teaching

element.
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3.4 Instruments

To explain the instruments that | will use for data collection | have organized according

to the specific aspects | want to discuss in the study.

- To know if the stories and their vocabulary help to understand the plot of these, | will
make some questions to the children about the story. Whenever | am in the
classroom teaching with Real Books | will also write a diary where | am going to
explain all that | have seen in the class.

- To know how to approach activities about the story | will also look to the diary,
thereby | would improve my educational intervention. Of course | am going to take
into account the theoretical frame work in which we can read lots of ideas on
teaching with stories.

- To know how these activities help the understanding of the story and the language, |
will do an interview to the English teacher of the school before and after my
intervention. In this way | would know the opinion of someone that knows very well
the children. If it is possible and children are able to do it, | would like also to check if
they have learnt some vocabulary and if they remember stories ‘plots.

- To know if there is a growing in the understanding of the English language with this

material | will use the same interview above named. | will also look the diary.

3.5 Procedure

Here | am going to explain how | will analyze the information obtained. To start | will
review information sources (books, magazines, storybooks...) to study and understand
better the subject | want to study. Thereby | can develop a theoretical frame work.
Once this part is done, | will have to design a school intervention considering what |
have studied about the Real Books, taking into account the context of the school, their
needs and those of the children.

As long as | involved in the classroom with my proposal, | will pick up data for the
subsequent analysis. To analyze this information | will review the materials studied
(daily and interviews). It will be necessary to check if the format allows organizing in
different criteria the topics | want to focus in this study. Upon review, | will do a

summary of the data and select the useful information.

From the data collection, the practical part and the theoretical framework | will draw the

appropriate conclusions.
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4. Theoretical framework

In the last 10 years the field of teaching foreign languages, especially English, has
increased significantly, but by the moment is only just beginning to be researched. In
fact, there are studies about how children learn a foreign language and how to do it.
But, as | have said, in this study | want to know if ‘Real Books’ help the learning of
English in P4. To do this we need a theoretical framework and to draw on work from

beyond language classrooms.

First of all, | would like to explain the differences between teaching a foreign language
to children, in contrast to teach adults or adolescents. As Lynne Cammeron (2012: 1)
says “children are often more enthusiastic and lively as learners. They want to please
the teacher rather than their peer group. They will have a go at an activity even when
they don’t quite understand why or how. However, they also lose interest more quickly

and are less able to keep themselves motivated on tasks they find difficult”.

We have to know that at pre-school, generally, children have a holistic approach to
language, which means that they can understand meaningful messages but, of course,
they cannot analyze language. Taking into account Piagetian stages of development,
these children are in the pre-operational stage (from two to seven years of age), it
means that “the child’s thinking is largely reliant on perception but he or she gradually
becomes more and more capable of logical thinking. On the whole this stage is
characterized by egocentrism (a kind of self-centeredness) and a lack of logical
thinking” (Pinter, 2006: 7).

4.1 Learning-centred perspective

In educational research we need to position ourselves in a learning perspective in order
to create a theoretical framework that allows us to carry out the analysis and
conclusions of the thesis. In this case, as Lynne Cameron (2012: 1) advised, we would
use the learning-centred perspective, in which knowledge about children’s learning is
seen as a central. To teach effectively all have to be tuned to the learning needs of
pupils, instead of being in teacher’s plan or interest, or in teacher’s planning. We can
say that placing the child at the centre of our think and curriculum is best than placing
the curriculum or the teacher’s interest it is nhot enough. We have to take into account
that we can risk losing sight of what it is we are trying to do in schools, and of the

enormous potential that lies beyond the child.

7
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4.2 Brief review of developmental psychology

To create a theoretical framework is necessary, at a minimum, a brief review of the two
most important developmental psychologists; of course | am talking about Piaget and
Vygotsky. In this section | will summarize their theories of development in relation to
the language. Furthermore, one that we could not forget, | will also describe Bruner’'s

theory, which gives much more importance to the language.
Child, an active learner — Piaget

Apart from the Piagetian stages of development, that are world known, this famous
psychologist saw the children as a continually interacting with the world, solving
problems that this world presents; it means that the child learns using the relationship
between he/she and the environment, overcoat through taking action to solve
problems. “The knowledge that results from such action is not imitated or in-born, but
is actively constructed by the child. [...] In this way, thought is seen as deriving from
action [...]” (Cameron, 2012: 2).

Margaret Donaldson and her colleagues, in some experiments, have shown that when
teachers use adequate objects and language, very young children are capable to do
lots of things that, according to Piaget, are too advanced for them. (Donaldson 1978)

Child, a social learner — Vygotsky

Vygotsky differs from Piaget’s view in the importance he gives to social and language.
The language is a new tool that allows the child communicating with these other
people, it means that with the language children have new opportunities for do things,
organize new information, and to use words and symbols. As we would know if we
have been in a pre-school classroom, very young learners begin using single words
that convey whole messages. For example, “when a child says juice, s’/he may mean |
want more juice or my juice has split” (Cameron, 2012: 5). Of course, we can forget the
social context, obviously development and learning take place always in a social
context, better or worse, but there is always someone. Those people have an important
role, because adults help children to understand, bringing objects or toys, giving ideas,
talking and with them, reading stories; it means that adults mediate the world for
children, facilitating it for them. For this reason children can understand and do more
thing that they can do alone. “Vygotsky suggested that intelligence was better
measured by what a child can do with skilled help. Different children at the same point
8
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in development will make different uses of the same help from an adult. [...] this is a

more useful measure of intelligence or ability”.

For teaching foreign languages we can take into account one of Vygotsky’s ideas: the
zone of proximal development, it means that “the adult tries to mediate what next it is
the child can learn; this has applications in both lesson planning and in how teachers
talk to pupils minute by minute”. To summarize Vygotsky’s theory, we can say that

learning is always helped by the interaction with adults.

As we have seen, Piaget thinks that the child is an active learner in a world of objects
that makes him learning, but he/she is alone. Instead of this, for Vygotsky the child is

also an active learner in a world full of objects and people.
In relation to language

As we have done, first of all we are going to see the implications of Piagetian theory for
language learning. Taking into account that the child is an active learner in a world full
of objects, that constructs his/her own knowledge using these objects. Children are
always searching intentions in what they see other people are doing, but for doing this
they need to use their experience and knowledge. For this reason we can say that
children are also active sense-makers. We can say that depending on the activities we
plan for our pupils we are going, or not, to offer opportunities to them for learning the

language.

In the other hand, as we have said, Vygotsky gives a lot of importance to language.
Because of that he talks about the words. For children words have a lot of significance
when they are learning a new language, they can recognize this unit of sense in their
mother tongue, and so they will notice words in the new language. Of course, if we help

children using images or objects to identify these words and learn them it will be better.

A more recent author | think will help us to understand how affects the language in
child’s development is Bruner. He has investigated how we use the language to explain
the world for children and how we help them to solve problems (Bruner 1983, 1990).
For taking into account child’s needs and adjust our intervention as he/she became
competent Wood (1998) suggests to scaffold children’s learning. Teachers can help
children to attend to what is relevant by suggesting, praising the significant, and

providing focusing activities; to adopt useful strategies by encouraging rehearsal, and
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being explicit about organization; and to remember the whole task and goals by

reminding, modelling, and providing part-whole activities.

Bruner provide us with a useful idea for language teaching with his notions of routines
and formats, which allow scaffolding to take place and combine security of the familiar

and excitement because of the new.

Bruner’'s most useful example of a routine is of parents reading stories to their children
from babyhood onwards. [...] with very young children, adults do most of the talking,
describing the characters and objects in the pictures and involving the child with
instructions, tag questions and talk about salient images [...] the child can be further
involved by being asked to point to known pictures [...] as the child learns to talk, so the
child’s verbal involvement increases as she or he joins in naming pictures and events.
Over any short period of time, the language used by the parent includes a lot of
repetition, and uses finely tuned language that the child, helped by the pictures, can
make sense of. The book-reading event is scaffolded by the adult to let the child
participate at the level he or she is capable of. The repeated language allows the child
to predict what is coming and thus to join it, verbally or non-verbally. (Cameron, 2012:7)

If you want a better understanding about scaffolding, Gibbons (2002) presents us an
excellent source for integrate second or third language learners into mainstream

classrooms. In this book is considered in detail and there are practical activities to our

classrooms.
4.3 Comparing first and second language acquisition

Do these types of comparison is very important to understand what and how we have
to do in our EFL (English as a Foreign Language) classes. Also we have to take into
account that when we are teaching children they are, at the same time, learning their
mother tongue. In Catalan children this is too complicated because they have to learn
Catalan, Spanish and English at the same time.

First language acquisition (and, in our case, also the second language) is a long
process that continues well beyond childhood. “Depending on the starting age, these
two processes can be more or less closely intertwined. The younger the child is, the
more similar the two processes will be, because very young children lack the ability to
manipulate and think about language in a conscious way. This is especially true for

children in immersion environments” (Annamaria Pinter, 2006: 7).

It is important to know the relation between first and second language acquisition, but
Catalan children are going to learn English as a third language. This language can be

taught from different views: as an international language, as a foreign language, or as a
10
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third language. It means that depending on your view, you are going to teach English in

a different way.

If it is possible, | would like to teach English as a third language because | want
children to know that this language is not something apart from life.

4.4 How do children learn a foreign language?

It is important to consider that when Catalan children start learning English they are not
immersed in an English environment; it means that they are not learning the language
for an objective (like make friends or fit unto a new school and culture), they are
learning it as a school subject in addition to other timetabled subjects. Consequently,
they have limited opportunities to practice the language outside the classroom and the
school, and they do not have immediate need or motivation to use and learn the new
language. Instead of this, parents and teachers recognize the benefits of learning
English because introducing children to a new language offers opportunities to widen

their horizons and awaken their early enthusiasm about languages. (Pinter, 2006: 13)

As we have said, children constantly try to construct meaning, to make sense, find and
construct meaning for what adults say and ask them to do. They can only do this in
terms of their world knowledge, which is limited and partial. We also know that in the
case of learning English as a foreign language, there is no immediate interest or
motivation. For these reasons, learning a foreign language depends on child’s
experience. There are important links between what and how children are taught, and
what they learn. Taking into account the ZDP (zone of proximal development), the most
and richer the language experience that is provided for children, the more they are
likely to learn. It means that if we want that children develop some language skills we
have to make sure that they have experiences helping to construct those skills
(Cameron 2012: 11-19).

4.5 Exposure to English

As we have said before, the most children hear and have more opportunities to interact
in English, the most they learn. If it is possible we might bring children opportunities to
be exposed to natural language and to interact with others. Also we have to take into
account that we need a proficiency in English to provide the necessary exposure “to
the language, and of their confidence in methodology to offer opportunities through

appropriate tasks and activities for children to communicate with each other in a variety
11
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of ways. Teachers’ confidence and willingness to use the language naturally in the
classroom is a key component of success” (Pinter, 2006: 38, 39). There is a load on
the teacher in order to provide exposure to the language and opportunities for learning
through classroom activities.

4.6 Learning through stories

As | have learnt in my English lessons: the more we listen a foreign language, the more
able we are to talk and pronounce it correctly. Taking into account that we are with very
young children, we are with children that are learning to listen. This is a very important
process of learning and we need to know the possible difficulties of children to help
them as much as possible, it means that we have to observe children while they are

listening in order to discover their needs.

If we want children listening we need something that motivate them, this is the reason
because | have chosen to centre this study in the use of stories, especially Real Books.
Stories represent holistic approach to language teaching and learning; they help
children’s involvement with real uses of the foreign language, in this case real uses of
English. Stories are also a useful source of imagination that children can enjoy, while
they are learning the language; they offer a constant source of life and of language

experience for children, they help in motivating and memorizing.

Andrew Wright (2012: 4 — 6) helps us to understand some of the most important
reasons why stories should play a central role in teaching English as a foreign
language. Children have a constant need for stories and they will love listen them,
stories motivate children. Very young children want to find meaning in stories, so they
listen with a purpose; If they find meaning they are rewarded through their ability to
understand, and are motivated to try to improve their ability to understand even more. If
children do not understand the meaning of the story, they will need to search, predict
and guess it. Using this approach helps children to listen and become aware of the
sound of the foreign language, and to introduce them to sentence constructions, taking

into account that they don’t need to use them productively.

The use of this approach also needs an effort from the foreign language teacher, who
has to work from the story to make the content accessible to learners and to construct
activities offering opportunities. Continuing with the learning-centred perspective, we

need to plan our class work with clear goals.

12
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In order to introduce the using of stories in the classroom we have to know how they
help to the general development of children. | am also going to cite Andrew Wright
(2012: 6, 144) to explain it.

Using stories help children developing awareness of the variety of way of being human,
researching into the subject matter of the story, reflecting on the story and its
meanings, predicting what might happens, listening particular details in the story, listen
to get the general idea, guessing what is meant but not said, imagining how the
characters might feel, imagining alternatives, empathizing and analysing, responding
creatively through painting and drama, and communicating about the story.

4.7 Real books and how to choose them

In the 80s there was a Britain educational move to bring Real Books, which are written
by “real” authors for parents to buy for children. These authors exploited the use of

colours and pictures alongside simple story lines.

In order to choose the books or stories | would like to tell, it is necessary to say that |
don’'t want to do it in a subjective way. Lynne Cameron (2012: 167-169) says that a
good story book is one that listeners can enjoy. As we want to use Real Book and not
readers, those that are have been created by Catalan or Spanish writers in order to
help children learning structure phrases, they are so repetitive; we will need stories
having characters and a plot that children would like. Teaching very young learners will
need also to take into account the pictures of the storybook; the art work is as
important as the text in telling the story. Children need to enter the imaginative world of
the story, and it would happen with the pictures. However, a good story won’t be
automatically a good source for learning a language, and we have to remember that

this is our aim.

In order to choose a storybook that would help us in teaching English we need to take
into account that the story will engage the children and have to be adequate for them, it
means that children have to be able to understand it enough to enjoy it (if not, we can
adapt the vocabulary and structure). It should offers experience of language and
values; it should also offers some topic contents in order to work and deepen. Stories
are an important source of language and, taking into account the keywords and the
language needed to understand it, may help teachers to focus the contents he/she is

going to teach.

13
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Using stories will provide teacher with tools in order to start a cross-curricular work, it

means that we can talk about maths, science or other subjects basing in the story.

About how and what we need to consider for teaching English through stories and plan
our sessions | am going to talk in the next point of the study. But, before this, | would
like to propose a chart in order to verify if a storybook is or not adequate for learning a
language. (See Figure 1)

IS THIS STORY ADEQUATE?

STORY: WEEK:

Will the content engage the learners?
Why?

Has the story a clear plot and pictures?

Are the values and attitudes embodied
in the story acceptable?

How is the discourse organised? What
is the balance of dialogue and
narrative?

...children have already met?

...useful lo learn from the
story?

Language...

..that may or may not be
learnt?

Figure 1. Is this story adequate?

4.8 How to plan activities?
First of all | want to talk about when we have to tell the story. I think that maybe it is a
good idea having a regular time for doing it. If we always use, more or less, the same

time to tell stories it will help children to understand what is coming next and routines.

14
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Before planning activities, we have to know all the possible contents that the book,
which we have chosen taking into account what we have explained in the previous
section. It is important to be aware that Real Books offer a lot of possibilities and
contents that we can benefit.

Once we have selected the story we are going to tell, we should brainstorm possible
subject areas, topics, and activities based on the story. We might try to find a variety of
activity types, not only to represent different aspects of the topic, but to engage the
variety of learning styles within the class. When we have thought the activities we are
going to propose, we should list the language needed, which children might need to
understand and which they will need to learn in order to carry out the activities. Finally,

we can plan the lessons. (See Figure 2)

Apart from brainstorm activities | will recommend to answer some questions: What do
the children need? What do they need before, while, and after telling the story? Each
activity can offer different kinds of benefits, but we have to teach based in children’s

needs and abilities, not only my brainstorm or previously ideas.

It is also advantageous read the selected story many times, doing this we can help
children to understand better the plot and appreciate more details. Referencing
language tell more times can reinforce vocabulary and phrasal structure. Because of

this, the activities we are going to do before the first telling are different from next.

In order to plan the activities, we need to know that there is the possibility of diving
them in three groups: activities we are going to propose before telling the story, called
pre-reading activities; activities we use during the story, called while-reading activities;

and these activities that we propose after telling the story, called post-reading activities.

The use of activities before telling the story might help children paying attention and
focusing in what they are doing or listening, arousing their predictive skills. These types
of activities develop children’s prediction and, as a consequence, they can understand
the gist of the story when they hear it. We can also use pre-reading activities in order to

pick out vocabulary important in the story we are going to tell them.
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STORY: WEEK:

TOPICS BRAINSTORM

ACTIVITIES BRAINSTORM

PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

WHILE-READING ACTIVITIES

POST-READING ACTIVITIES:

OBSERVATIONS:

Needs BEFORE telling the story:

Needs WHILE telling the story:

Needs AFTER telling the story:

Figure 2. Brainstorming chart.

Using while-reading activities allows us to focus in different aims. We can just enjoy the

story, | think that sometimes the best that children can do is simply sit and listen. While

we are telling the story we can check if they understand or not. We can also help them
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to predict what is coming next and help them to reflect, imagine, and create based on

what they have just heard.

To finish the knowledge process about the story, | think, it is necessary to do some
post-reading activities. We can use non-verbal activities, traditional exercises, like
comprehension questions or retelling the story with children. These types of activities
are thought to analyse and evaluate, this can help children to begin thinking analytically
about the stories they hear and, of course, can help them to reflect, imagine, and
create.

One of the most important benefits in teaching through stories is that they provide a
base for cross-curricular studies. As Andrew Wright says, using stories to teach English
in early years develop children’s understanding of the world and explore it, and they

also develop a rich experience for language learning.

5. Enforcement (Practical part)

In this part of the study | am going to describe carefully and justify the practical part, it
means the intervention | have done in a school to discover if Real Books help the
learning of English at the age of four years. First of all | am going to contextualize the
school in which | have done the intervention, how do they teach English there, the
group of children I have chosen, why | have use some storybooks and not others, | am
going to attach my intervention planning, describe how it was the development, and
finally the evaluation.
5.1 Contextualization

5.1.1 The school
The school | have chosen to develop this study is located in Barcelona, in Nou Barris’
district. Magnolia Infant School is a subsidized Infant Education School; it means that
there are children from 0 to 5 years old. They are associated to the UNESCO entity
and collaborate with the Vicente Ferrer's Foundation.
There are few immigrant students in this school; therefore, the majority have Catalan

and Castilian as a mother tongue, excepting some case.

The most important reason for choosing this school and no other is that they really give

importance to the English teaching and, consequently, learning. So it is a good place to

develop this study without too much restrictions, it means that | think that, with this

interest, they are going to help in developing my intervention. As | am going to describe
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in the next point, there are lots of things they are doing with English in Magnolia Infant
School, so the reader may have into account that in this school children do not
understand English as something apart of life completely. At school the main teaching
language is Catalan, but they are committed to multilingual education and
communication (Catalan, Castilian and English) from a very early age, helping children

in learning and pronunciation of language.
5.1.2 English in Magnolia

In a general way, the chosen method, so that children feel comfortable with language,
is linguistic immersion. It means that languages are introduced naturally through
everyday situations, games, music, art, creativity and stories. English is present every

day and in all classrooms.

| have described broadly how the language is dealt in Magnolia’ School, let's see now
how they do the linguistic immersion of English. As | said, English is present every day
in the school and in all classrooms, since children have four months to when they are
five years. When they are three or four (P3 and P4) they have four weekly English

classes; and when they are five they have English class every day.
The key moments and the methodologies used to conduct the immersion are:

- The playground: three days a week the English teacher goes to the
playground with children and proposes them different games, using always
English as the language used. They sing and dramatize songs that children
know; play games like “Simon says”, for instance; they follow different kinds of
orders like “run, stop, jump, hop, touch your nose...” as a game, etc. So, also in

the playground they are used to hear English as a common language.

- Inter-connecting learning: this is the method used in the school, it means that
all the contents (science, mathematics, English, first and second language,
physical education, daily routines...) are interconnected. The English
department is always trying to adapt the contents that are going to be taught in
the English class to those that other teachers are going to teach. Doing this,

appears the relation between all the contents taught in the school.

- Bits: this method created by Glenn Doman is also used in the ordinary classes,
but I will emphasize their use in the English class. More or less, in every English

class the teacher shows images and words interrelated. For instance, the Bits
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can be related to those things we can see in the bathroom or the different parts
of a house. This method helps children paying attention on what they are
seeing, memorizing and learning new vocabulary, and identifying images and

words.

- Cross-language: in Magnolia, English is used as a cross-language. It means
that teachers talk always in English; if they encounter a student in the
playground, in the street, or when they are not doing English class, she/he talks
always in English. Sometimes, as | checked, is necessary to use Castilian or
Catalan because we need that child understanding what we are saying, all the
words. For example, if the teacher is in the playground an there is a dispute,
maybe it is better to solve it using a language with which he/she understands all
you are saying.

- Indicators: in the school everything has a sing next in which his name is written
in English. In the dining room, in the bathroom, in the English class, and in the
ordinary classes.

- Extracurricular activities: since children are two years old it is possible for
them to do extracurricular English. So they can reinforce in these activities all

they are learning in the school.

- “Temps de familia”: also as an extracurricular activity, there is this space in
which families can learn and enjoy with children. Two times at year these
activities are made in English. For example, they have done an activity in which
some families came to school in order to learn those songs that children are
used to sing; so they can sing at home with children. These activities are free
for families; they only have to say if they are going to go or not because there

isn’t enough space.

- “Sensacions”- Playgroup English: “Sensacions” is, in some way, a school for
families. In this proposal, that families have to pay, there are also some days
that the language used is English, and it is called “Playgroup English”. It is
intented for PO, P1 and P2’s children.

- Songs: singing is a very common strategy used to teach English in Magnolia’s
school. Children know a lot of songs and related to lot of things, which is

fantastic because they learn lot of vocabulary and sentence’s structures.
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- Participation: as an extra resource, English teachers go to ordinary classes
and participate on what children are doing using English language. So children
are working, for example, about how to make a sum and the teacher talks in
English in order to reinforce the vocabulary and their knowledge process.

- Daily routines and habits: teachers in Magnolia work hardly in habits and,
also, in daily routines; so in the English class these two things have also an
importance. There are songs (“‘Hello, hello...”, “Good bye”, “Hello children”,
“What’s the weather?”, etc) and habits to reinforce the vocabulary, like looking
to the calendar and say what day is today or look through the window to see the

weather.

- Stories — Artigal: also as an extra resource there is Artigal material, used by
the English teacher of second cycle. This material is based on some different
short stories and activities related. Children, at the end, are able to tell the story
and they know it perfectly because they have done lot of activities related and
they have heard the story, more or less, every day.

We can see that English in Magnolia is not the forgotten subject; it has a great
importance for teachers and also for children. The most important thing, to conclude, is
that children hear English as a normal language, instead of something detached from

reality.
5.1.3 The class-group

| have chosen to develop this study with children that are, more or less, four years old.
In Catalonia, normally, the teaching of English starts when they are three or four years
old so | wanted to be sure this study can be useful for the most people as possible.
There are lots of English teachers in Infant Education that do not know this kind of
sources and materials, so | hope this study can help them or give new ideas for
education. Using the middle course as a reference can exemplify more. Once the
reader has seen it can adapt the activities for younger or older children, it depends on

his/her needs.

The class-group in which children are four years old is characterized, among the
teaching staff, as a lively and noisy one. There are, more or less, ten children that love

talking and, sometimes, shouting; and there are also children that usually do not say
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anything. They are so intelligent and brilliant as students but, sometimes, they need to

be helped in calm down and do the things more slowly.

5.2 Intervention
In this section | am going to justify and explain why, what, how, and when | have done
my intervention in Magnolia Infant School.

5.2.1 Before planning

As we have seen in the Theoretical framework (page 14-16) we have to choose the
storybooks carefully. We have to be sure that the books are adequate for those
children we have in the class and for the topic we want to work with them. It means that

before planning it is a good idea to fill the tables | proposed in the previous pages.

In order to know what storybooks | could propose to the children | have filled those
tables. I think it helps me to be sure that | am presenting something clear and useful to
them, that I am not choosing the stories with subjective criteria.

As reader can see in the following pages | have chosen three books to develop my
intervention: Little Red Riding Hood, The Rainbow Fish, and Three Billy-Goats. First |
had to see if they were appropriate or not for the children, and then brainstorm in order

to programming the intervention.

IS THIS STORY ADEQUATE?

STORY: Little Red Riding Hood WEEK: 28" January — 8" February

Will the content engage | Probably children have heard this story more than once
the learners? Why? throughout their lives. It is a funny story, with action,
mystery, fantasy and a happy end.

It will be a good idea starting with a story they already
know to help them understanding the way we are going
to work together.

Has the story a clear plot | Plot: the plot is very simple and, as children know it, it
and pictures? will be easy for them to understand the different parts.

Pictures: | am going to use finger puppets so it will help
also to clarify their ideas and imagine the story.
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Are the values and
attitudes embodied in the
story acceptable?

The values we can work using this story: when mummy
or daddy say something to us it is because they love us
and they want the best for us, so we have to obey them.

How is the discourse
organised? What is the
balance of dialogue and
narrative?

In the storybook there is more narrative discourse, but
when | am going to tell the story | will use more dialogue
because of the finger puppets.

...children have
already met?

House, granny, wolf, red, food, eat, mummy, woodman,
bed, eyes, ears, mouth, teeth...

Basket, cheese, milk, butter, fruit, wolf, forest, knock at
the door, sick, closet, ears, hear, eyes, see, teeth, eat,
woodman, head, tummy, lunch.

g ...useful to learn

< from the story?

(@]

c

©

|
..that may or
may not be
learnt?

Cloak, knock at the door, closet.

Figure 3. Is Little Red Riding Hood an adequate story?

IS THIS STORY ADEQUATE?

STORY: The Rainbow Fish

WEEK: 11" — 28" February

Will the content engage
the learners? Why?

This is a story children do not know, so they maybe the
attention they pay is higher. The characters of the story
are different and they should enjoy it. The situation
described is a common one in schools (especially in the
playground) so maybe they identify with it.

Has the story a clear plot
and pictures?

The plot of this story is clear when you finish telling it to
the children; in the end they can understand better all
the things you have said.

The pictures of the book are wonderful and children can
see with any problem the differences between the
different characters.

Are the values and
attitudes embodied in the

Yes. With this story children can learn that it is a good
idea sharing with your friends, and also ask someone
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story acceptable?

what to do when you really don’t know it.

How is the discourse
organised? What is the
balance of dialogue and
narrative?

In the book there is more narrative but, as | am going to
tell the story and not ready it, | am going to use more
dialogue.

...children have
already met?

Fish, octopus, starfish, friends, play, happy, sad, think...

Shiny, scales and share

o

> ...useful lo learn

S from the story?

(@]

C

(]

-
..that may or
may nhot be
learnt?

Figure 4. Is The Rainbow Fish an adequate story?

IS THIS STORY ADEQUATE?

STORY: Three Billy-Goats

WEEK: 1% — 15" March

Will the content engage
the learners? Why?

This story has a simple structure but at the same time a
funny plot, so children can understand with any problem
and enjoy it.

Has the story a clear plot
and pictures?

Yes, the pictures of the book are very clear, also the
sentences structure | am going to use.

Are the values and
attitudes embodied in the
story acceptable?

With this story children can understand that sometimes
is better to use our intelligence for solving problems.

How is the discourse
organised? What is the
balance of dialogue and
narrative?

There is, more or less, the same quantity of dialogue
and narrative.

...children have
already met?

Langu
age...

River, black, white, red, big, small, run.
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from the story?

...useful lo learn | Goats, grass, bridge, troll, hit.

..that may or
may not be
learnt?

Figure 5. Is Three Billy-Goats an adequate story?

STORY: Little Red Riding Hood

WEEK: 28" January — 8" February

TOPICS BRAINSTORM

Family, forest, food and parts of the face/body.

ACTIVITIES BRAINSTORM

PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

- Flashcards to introduce vocabulary.
- Presentation of the characters.

- Ask to the children what they know about the
story.

WHILE-READING ACTIVITIES

- Use of finger puppets.

- Use of a real basket and playing food.

POST-READING ACTIVITIES:

- Activities about what is in the basket.
- Retelling the story.

- Acting the story using finger puppets.

OBSERVATIONS:

If children want to do something different or change the way of doing (and it seems
more interesting) | am going to change it.

Needs BEFORE telling the
story:

Before telling the story | need children
understanding some vocabulary.
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While telling the story children may understand the
Needs WHILE telling the story: | plot and repeating some key words and
sentences.

Having understood, they can represent, act and do

Needs AFTER telling the story: some activities

Figure 6. Little Red Riding Hood’s brainstorming.

STORY: The Rainbow Fish WEEK: 11" — 28" February

TOPICS BRAINSTORM

What does it mean sharing? Sea animals, craft about the story, use finger puppets,
acting...

ACTIVITIES BRAINSTORM

New vocabulary: share.
PRE-READING ACTIVITIES
Introduction of the characters.

Telling the story using the storybook.

WHILE-READING ACTIVITIES Using the internet.

Using finger puppets.

Do a craft about the story.

POST-READING ACTIVITIES: Act the story with puppets and without

them.

OBSERVATIONS:

If children want to do something different or change the way of doing (and it seems
more interesting) | am going to change it.

Before telling the story | need children

Needs BEFORE telling the story: understanding the new vocabulary.
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| will need to ask to the children if they

Needs WHILE telling the story: understand or not in order to continue.

| will need also to ask them in order to

Needs AFTER telling the story: know if they have understood the plot.

Figure 7. The Rainbow Fish’ brainstorming.

STORY: Three Billy-Goats WEEK: 1% — 15" March

TOPICS BRAINSTORM

Goats, colours, sizes, introduction of vocabulary, do some crafts, acting...

ACTIVITIES BRAINSTORM

Flashcards to introduce vocabulary.
PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

Writing words in the blackboard.

Repeating words and sentences.
WHILE-READING ACTIVITIES
Asking them if they understand.

Craft (theatre).
POST-READING ACTIVITIES:
Acting.

OBSERVATIONS:

If children want to do something different or change the way of doing (and it seems
more interesting) | am going to change it.

Before telling the story | need children
understanding the new vocabulary and
the differences between: big, small, very
big.

Needs BEFORE telling the story:

Needs WHILE telling the story: I need children having an active
participation in order to repeat and tell the
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story with me, so | have to motivate them.

| will need enough time to do the craft and

Needs AFTER telling the story: act the story

Figure 8. Three Billy-Goats’ brainstorming.

Filling these tables we can see that the stories | have chosen are adequate and there
are lots of topics we can develop by using them. Once this is known, is easier to plan

activities and think about how to introduce the story to the children.

5.2.2 Planning

In this part of the study | am going to attach the program | have followed while doing
the intervention in the school. Even if we are working with stories and young children is
very important to follow a program, taking into account that if there is something new or
some proposes or questions from our pupils we can change our planning. Sometimes
children are able to see those things we cannot, of course we have to benefit from
these little things.

5.2.2.1 Little Red Riding Hood

Tuesday 29" January

Title of the activity Story telling

Topic Little Red Riding Hood’ Story
Age group P4
Aims -To understand the argument of the story.

-To notice the different intonation or pitch of the voice.

-To recognize the characters.

-To pay attention.

Main vocabulary Some adjectives and nouns related with the topic, some verbs

or some English structures:

- Typical beginning of a tale: Once upon a time...
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- Members of the family: Mother, Granny...

- General vocabulary: cloak, basket, cheese, milk, butter, fruit,
wolf, forest, knock at the door, sick, closet, ears, hear, eyes,

see, teeth, eat, woodsman, head, tummy, lunch

Timing

10 minutes approximately

Material/Resources

In order to tell the story | am going to use Finger Puppets

Grouping

The whole group

Description of the

In order to help children understand, apart from using finger

activity puppets, | will reproduce actions and change my voice
depending on the character. If they do not understand some
word | will repeat it or explain it with more adequate words.
If children are receptive | will ask them to repeat the dialogues.
Evaluation The assessment will be take into account as follows:

- The teacher will consider whether the student has achieved

the objectives.

-The evaluation will be carried out by the direct observation of

each pupil in class.

Title of the activity

What is in the basket?

Topic Food
Age group P4
Aims - Discover what had Little Red Riding Hood in the basket.

- To learn some vocabulary about food: milk, butter,
bananas, apple, cheese, honey, cherries, and pear.
- To have a good pronunciation and understand the

vocabulary.

Main vocabulary

- What do you think Little Red Riding Hood had in the
basket?

- Food vocabulary: milk, butter, bananas, apple, cheese,
honey, cherries, and pear.

- Come on, repeat with me.
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- Very good! Well done!

- ltisa...?

- Yes, Little Red Riding Hood had milk, butter, etc.... in the
basket!

Timing

10 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Flashcards with food pictures and, if it is possible play foods.

Grouping

The whole group

Description of the
activity

After telling the story we are going to deepen into what had
Little Red Riding Hood in the basket. To do this | will ask
children what do they think about it and, then, | will show them

some pictures about what is inside the basket.

Using flashcards or playing objects | will show them the food

she had in the basket and we will repeat the words.

If it is possible we can play disordering the flashcards and

trying to say the correct word.

Evaluation

This activity will be evaluated if children have understood
what the little girl had in the basket and what these words

mean.

Friday 1° February

Title of the activity

Re-telling the story

Topic Little Red Riding Hood
Age group P4
Aims -To notice the different intonation or pitch of the voice.

-To recognize the characters.
-To pay attention.
-To familiarize with the story.

-To repeat dialogues and interact with the story

Main vocabulary

Some adjectives and nouns related with the topic, some verbs
or some English structures:

- Typical beginning of a tale: Once upon a time...

- Members of the family: Mother, Granny...
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- General vocabulary: cloak, basket, cheese, milk, butter, fruit,
wolf, forest, knock at the door, sick, closet, ears, hear, eyes,

see, teeth, eat, woodsman, head, tummy, lunch...

Timing

10 minutes approximately

Material/Resources

Finger Puppets.

Grouping

Half group

Description of the

activity

In order to help children familiarize and understand the
vocabulary, apart from using finger puppets, | will reproduce
actions and change my voice depending on the character. If
they do not understand some word | will repeat it or explain it
with more adequate words.

After telling the story | will show them the flashcards about
what is in Little Red Riding Hood’s basket.

Evaluation

The assessment will be take into account as follows:

- The teacher will consider whether the student has achieved
the objectives.

-If children are able to reproduce the dialogues.

-The evaluation will be carried out by the direct observation of

each pupil in class.

Tuesday 5" February

Title of the activity

What is in the basket?

Topic Food
Age group P4
Aims -To identify food that Little Red Riding Hood has in the

basket. To pronounce the words correctly.

-To choose the correct pictures.

Main vocabulary

-Food vocabulary: milk, butter, bananas, apple, cheese,
honey, cherries, and pear.

-Children, you have to mark with a circle (or circle) the correct
pictures. Those things that Little Red Riding Hood had in the
basket.

-Very good! Well done! Good job!

-Is this in the basket?
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-1 think that...
-Are you ready?

Timing 20 minutes approximately

Material/Resources | Attached photocopies, pencils or markers and colors.

Grouping Whole group

Description of the | After telling the story and show the flashcards, we are going
activity to do an activity in order to help children indentify what had
Little Red Riding Hood in the basket.

For doing it we will need an example, that | can make, and
continued support from the teacher and me. Children will
have to circle those things that are in the basket and paint
them. If we have enough time, we can copy the words from
the blackboard.

Evaluation The assessment will be take into account as follows:

-Children are able to circle the correct pictures.

-Children understand how they have to do the activity.

Friday 8" February

Title of the activity Last story telling

Topic Little Red Riding Hood
Age group P4
Aims -To reproduce dialogues.

-To recognize the characters.

-To correct if the teachers change something in the story.

Main vocabulary -Typical beginning of a tale: are you ready for a story? Once
upon atime...

-Members of the family: mummy, granny.

-General vocabulary: basket, house, forest, knock at the door,
ears, hear, eyes, see, teeth, eat, woodman, head, tummy...
-Food vocabulary: cheese, milk, butter, fruit, bananas, apples,

honey, cherries, and pears.

Timing 5 minutes approximately

Material/Resources | Finger puppets, a basket and play foods.

Grouping Whole group
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Description of the

| will tell the story in order to see if they are able to reproduce

activity the dialogues and what is in the basket. For doing this | will
simplify the story, this will help children focusing in doing
these things. If they don’t reproduce the dialogues | will help
them saying them and ask to repeat.

Evaluation In this activity | am going to evaluate:

-If children reproduce the dialogues or if they repeat them.
-If children remember what is in the basket and are able to

say it without help.

Title of the activity Act!

Topic Little Red Riding Hood

Age group P4

Aims This activity aims to help children having a perfect idea of the

story and being able to reproduce and act it.

Main vocabulary

Are you ready for a story? | need volunteers for acting the
story. Once upon atime...

-Members of the family: mummy, granny.

-General vocabulary: basket, house, forest, knock at the door,
ears, hear, eyes, see, teeth, eat, woodman, head, tummy...
-Food vocabulary: cheese, milk, butter, fruit, bananas, apples,

honey, cherries, and pears.

Timing

Approximately 15 minutes.

Material/Resources

Finger puppets.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

Children are going to represent the story using the finger

activity puppets. | will narrate the story and help them with the
dialogues. If it is possible | want some groups of children
doing this along the class.

Evaluation | will evaluate if children have understood the story and if they

are able to reproduce it using finger puppets.
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5.2.2.2 The Rainbow Fish

Friday 15" February

Title of the activity

What does it mean “share”?

Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to introduce a key word of the story: “to

share”.

Main vocabulary

-If I have something | can share it with you...

-Imagine that you have a lot of balls at home; you can share
with your classmates.

-Look, Claudia has a pencil. Claudia, can you give me your
pencil? Thank you? We are sharing the pencil. Do you
understand?

-How do we say “share” in Catalan? Do you know?

Timing

5 minutes

Material/Resources

Some objects (colours, a pencil, balls...).

Grouping

The whole group

Description of the

In order to help children understand what does it mean

activity “share” | will exemplify with the teacher. Doing some theatre
we can show to the children what does it mean because it is
important for them to understand this word.

Evaluation In this activity | will evaluate if children understand the

meaning of the word or if they translate the word.

Title of the activity Story telling

Topic The Rainbow Fish

Age group P4

Aims -To understand the plot of the story.

-To pay attention.

Main vocabulary

Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...
Fish, shiny, scales, octopus, starfish, friends, play, share,

happy, sad, think...

Timing

Approximately 15 minutes
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Material/Resources

Storybook

Grouping

The whole group

Description of the

In order to help children understand | will use the storybook,

activity reproducing actions and emotions with gestures. If children
are receptive | will ask them to repeat some dialogues and
phrases.

Evaluation As children do not know this story in Catalan or Spanish, it will

be difficult for them to understand. For this reason, | will
evaluate if they understand the plot of the story using
guestions.

To make sure they have understood, | can ask them if

someone can tell the story in Catalan or Spanish.

Title of the activity

Using the Internet!

Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to reinforce the first telling.

Main vocabulary

Fish, shiny, scales, octopus, starfish, friends, play, share,

happy, sad, think...

Timing

4 minutes approximately

Material/Resources

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6S4IPMs5ZY

Grouping

The whole group

Description of the

Children are going to listen the story and see the images from

activity this video. It will help them familiarize with the story and
reinforce what they have listened.
Evaluation In this case it is not possible to evaluate children. We can only

evaluate if they pay attention to the digital material.

Tuesday 19" February

Title of the activity

Retelling the story

Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to make sure children have understood the
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story and help them doing activities about it.

Main vocabulary Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...

Fish, shiny, scales, octopus, starfish, friends, play, share,
happy, sad, think...

Can you repeat please? Very good! Well done!

Timing Approximately 10 minutes

Material/Resources | Storybook

Grouping The whole group

Description of the | As they know the story we are going to tell it another time to
activity make sure they have understood. To do this, | will ask them to
help me telling the story. If they are not able to do it, they can
help me repeating some phrases and dialogues.

Evaluation -Children are able to remember the plot of the story asking
them before the retelling.

-Children are able to repeat some phrases and dialogues.
-Children are able to answer questions about the plot of the

story.

Title of the activity Who want to tell the story?

Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims With this activity we could see if have understood the story.

Also it helps children to talk and express themselves in
English.

Main vocabulary Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...
Fish, shiny, scales, octopus, starfish, friends, play, share,
happy, sad, think...

Can you repeat please? Very good! Well done!

Timing Approximately 10 minutes.

Material/Resources | Storybook

Grouping The whole group.

Description of the | In order to know if children have understood the story, | am
activity going to ask them if someone can tell the story in Catalan or
Spanish. If it is possible, | will ask them to do it in English; if

not, | will traduce every sentence.
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Evaluation

| will evaluate if they have understood the story and if they are

able to tell it to their classmates; also if they use story’s

vocabulary.
Friday 22" February
Title of the activity Scales!
Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to reinforce the vocabulary used in the

storytelling, to develop children’s creativity, and to help them

visualizing how Rainbow Fish is.

Main vocabulary

Do you remember...? First of all remember that you have to
write your name. You are going to stick first this kind of
scales. Are you going to use always the same colour?
Perfect! Then | will give you the shiny scale and you can stick
it! When you have finished, you can colour these parts.

Do it the best you can. Do you have glue? Do you need
something? Have you finished? Very good! Well done!

Timing

Approximately 30 minutes.

Material/Resources

Photocopies, crayons, glue, scales, pencils.

Grouping The whole group

Description of the | Children are going to do a craft about The Rainbow Fish. It

activity will help them reinforcing vocabulary, developing their
creativity and visualizing how Rainbow Fish is.

Evaluation | will evaluate if they understand the instructions and if they

do what | am asking. Also if they use or not the vocabulary
needed and used in the storytelling.

Tuesday 26" February

Title of the activity

Now you tell the story!

Topic The Rainbow Fish
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims children acting and telling the story using

finger puppets. Doing this we can help them understanding

the story and make sure they have understood the plot and
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they are able to tell the story.

Main vocabulary

Today you are going to tell the story, | need five volunteers.
You will be the octopus/starfish/Rainbow Fish/bluefish...
Come on repeat! Very good! Well done!

Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...

Fish, shiny, scales, octopus, starfish, friends, play, share,
happy, sad, think...

Timing

Approximately 15 minutes.

Material/Resources

Finger puppets (The Rainbow Fish, octopus, starfish, bluefish,

other fishes).

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

activity

First of all | am going to explain them that today they will tell
the story using finger puppets. | will ask for volunteers and
give to each one a puppet. Then, we can start telling the story
together.

If they need my help | can say what they have to say and how

to pronounce it.

Evaluation

| will evaluate if children that are telling the story are able or
not to do it and if other children are paying attention. | will also

evaluate if they enjoy the activity and if it helps them.

5.2.2.3 Three Billy-Goats

Friday 1% March

Title of the activity Storytelling

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4

Aims This activity aims to:

- Introduce children in the story.
- Help them learning new vocabulary.

- Understand the plot of the story.

Main vocabulary

Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...
Goats, grass, river, bridge, black, white, red, big, small, troll,

hit, run...

Timing

10 minutes approximately.

37




Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4?

Grau en Mestre d’Educacio Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa

Talia Rodriguez Martinez

17" May 2013

Material/Resources

Storybook.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

In order to help children understand | will use the storybook,

activity reproducing actions and emotions with gestures. If children
are receptive | will ask them to repeat some dialogues and
phrases.

Evaluation As children do not know this story in Catalan or Spanish, it will

be difficult for them to understand. For this reason, | will
evaluate if they understand the plot of the story using
guestions.

To make sure they have understood, | can ask them if

someone can tell the story in Catalan or Spanish.

Title of the activity

Flashcards

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to reinforce the vocabulary needed to

understand the story.

Main vocabulary

What is this? Can you repeat? Very good!

Goat, bridge, river, grass.

Timing

5 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Flashcards.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

| am going to show different flashcards in order to learn

activity vocabulary needed to understand the story. | will show the
flashcard and say the word, and then children have to repeat
it.

Evaluation With this activity | will evaluate if children understand the

keywords of the story and if they are able to repeat them.
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Title of the activity

Can you read it?

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to reinforce student’s ability in reading

English.

Main vocabulary

What does it mean? What is this? Can you read it? Very

good! Well done! What a surprise, you are reading in English!

Timing

5 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Blackboard.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

| am going to write different words in the blackboard for

activity children trying to read them. They have done it before, so
they can guess what is written.
Evaluation In this activity | am going to evaluate if children relate the

words to the story and if they are able to read them from the
blackboard.

Tuesday 5th March

Title of the activity

Second storytelling

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to reinforce the first storytelling and make

sure children have understood the plot of the story.

Main vocabulary

Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...
Goats, grass, river, bridge, black, white, red, big, small, troll,
hit, run...

Can you repeat please? Well done! Very good!

Timing

10 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Storybook.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

As they know the story we are going to tell it another time to

activity make sure they have understood. To do this, | will ask them to
help me telling the story. If they are not able to do it, they can
help me repeating some phrases and dialogues.

Evaluation In this activity | will evaluate if:
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-Children are able to remember the plot of the story asking
them before the retelling.

-Children are able to repeat some phrases and dialogues.
-Children are able to answer questions about the plot of the
story.

Friday 8th March

Title of the activity

Colouring our stage!

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to create a stage for a little theatre about

the story.

Main vocabulary

Here we have the river, the grass... So we have to colour it!
Next week we will colour the characters and we will be able to
represent the story. Which colour we are going to use for...?
Green, blue, yellow, flowers, troll, goat...

To do the bridge we will stick these coloured ice cream sticks.

Timing

20-25 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Photocopies, crayons, coloured ice cream sticks, glue, and

pencils.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

First of all I am going to explain what we are going to do. We

activity are going to colour the scene with crayons and then we will
stick the ice cream sticks in order to simulate the bridge.
Evaluation In this activity | am going to evaluate if children understand

the instructions, what they have to do.

Monday 11th March

Title of the activity

Colouring the characters!

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to colour the characters of the story with the

same colours of the book in order to familiarize with the

vocabulary used and the characters.

Main vocabulary

As we have said we are going to colour the characters of the
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story. What colour we need to...? Big goat, very big goat, little
goat, red, black, white, troll, green, orange, skin, crayons,
pencil. Write your name. When you finish colouring come

here and give it to me. Very good! Well done!

Timing

Approximately 15-20 minutes.

Material/Resources

Photocopies, crayons, pencils.

Grouping

The whole group.

Description of the

activity

| am going to explain that today we will colour the characters
of the story. As always, | will do an example in order to help
them knowing how to do it. First of all they have to write their
names, and then they can start. | will pay attention on the
colours they are using to make sure they use those | have
said.

If we have enough time we are going to cut the characters.

Evaluation

| will evaluate if children are able to:

-Identify the different characters of the story and name them.
-Follow the instructions about how to colour the characters.
-Understand the aim of the activity.

Tuesday 12th March

Title of the activity

Our theatre!

Topic Three Billy-Goats
Age group P4
Aims This activity aims to help children reproducing the story using

the theatre they have created. It will help them understanding
the plot of the story and using the vocabulary with fluency.

Main vocabulary

Are you ready for a story? Once upon a time...

Goats, grass, river, bridge, black, white, red, big, small, troll,
hit, run...

Can you repeat please? Well done! Very good!

You have to move the characters as | do.

Timing

20 minutes approximately.

Material/Resources

Blue tack, clipped characters, scenery.

Grouping

The whole group.
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Description of the | We are going to tell the story using our little theatre. | will
activity narrate and they can help me with dialogues. Children have to
pay attention in order to follow the story and move the
characters depending on the moment. Every child will has its
own theatre to represent the story, so they can follow it
perfectly.

Evaluation With this activity | will evaluate if children are able to:
-Follow the story and move the characters in the correct order.

-Pay attention to possible narrator’s errors.

-Tell the story or repeat the dialogues.

The reader can see the different materials and activities related (the examples and
some that children have done in this sessions) in the Annex 1. | facilitate this material

in order to provide to the readers some examples and material, to have a reference.

5.3 Evaluation

First of answering the principal question and objective of this study (Do Real Books
help the learn of English in P4?) is necessary also to evaluate how the intervention has
gone, a planning or program carried out in a classroom needs always to be evaluated
in order to know what has been good, what has not, what we can improve or to point
some important things. For this reason | am going to evaluate, first of all, the project;
then | need to see if my intervention, it means my way of doing classes and how |
decided to do the activities, followed by the children’s evaluation, so the reader can see

how children answer by working through storybooks.
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5.3.1 Project’s evaluation

In order to evaluate the project carried out in the classroom | have used a checklist
facilitated by Andrew Wright (2012: 28):

Question Yes No
1Were the children engaged? O O
2 Did they all hear me? O O
3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it? O O
4 Did | forget any key bits? d O
5 Did | put all my energy into it? O O
6 Did | use enough variety of voice? O O
7 Did I use my body enough? O O
8 Did | look upandinvelve them enough? O O

Figure 9. Evaluation checkilist.

After telling a story, also if it was the second or third time | did it, | answered these
questions in order to have a registration about what | thought about the session. As the
reader can see in the Annex 2, where there are the photocopies of these checklists
answered, more or less the evaluation has been always correct. It means that in the
sessions we have done about Real Books children were engaged, they listened to me
and understood a big part of the story. In case they did not understand they always
asked me to explain it or they asked other children to translate. So they were really

interested in understand the plot of the stories.

This checklist is one of the materials used to evaluate the project in the classroom; |
also have used a ‘personal journal’ in which | have done an everyday description
(Annex 3). With this diary and the details it has we can corroborate that, with some

exceptions, this project has been a total exit.

As an evaluation, and to conclude this point, | have to say that we have to take into

account that working through Real Books interests children. They need listening stories
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and they will always be willing to if the right moment and story is chosen. It means that
first, and | think this is important, we have to know who we have in front, knowing their
English level, their interests, ideas and difficulties; only doing this a project like this can
be useful. We have to take care of this point and also detect if we, as teachers, are
also interested in knowing more about the story we have chosen and in learning with
the children.

It is important to know the children we are going to teach in order to adapt the way we
tell the story and the activities we propose, all these things have to be adapted to their
age and to their context to be effective.

One of the things that can be improved is the time we use for each story; in this case |
have used, more or less, two weeks for each story. Obviously young children need
more time to learn a story, memorize the dialogues and act it perfectly. So the perfect
period of time to work through a story is one month, if it is possible; with more time they

can enjoy more what they are doing and it allows us to more developing of contents.
5.3.2 Self-evaluation

Using the evaluation checklist (see Figure 9) and having a look to my diary, | have also
seen my intervention as a storyteller in the different sessions. These two materials,
even if the teacher is not doing any study, help us to a good self-evaluation.

Each person has a different way of telling stories; we can call it a ‘natural style’ for
telling stories. There is no correct natural style for tell a story, each one has
advantages and disadvantages, and we have to see how we do it in order to know

what we want to change or improve.

Taking this into account | have seen that, doing this intervention, it is important for me
to use the most | can my body expression and to use correctly the materials | need. For
example, if | am using puppets or finger puppets | have to pay attention on looking to
them when ‘they’ tell the story; if we want the children looking to the puppets (that are

telling the story) we also have to pay attention to them.

If we want children creating some materials or doing some crafts, we have to do it with
the idea that they can tell the story alone with it. For example, facilitating and helping
them to create a little theatre or scene of the story, so they can tell it at home to their

parents and friends. We can use it, of course, in the classroom.
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Like children we need time to learn, and we also need time to being good storytellers.

This is not a problem, but it is a challenge.
5.3.3 Children’s evaluation

To finalize the evaluation of the intervention is necessary to talk about the principal
subject of this study, the children. Sometimes we lose too much time focusing on the
time we have to dedicate to each activity or if it is better to use finger puppets instead
of normal puppets; the most important thing in education is the children. For this reason
| would like to explain in this point how the children of Magnolia respond to this
intervention based on Real Books. | think this point is the most important of the study
because it gives to the reader a little idea about how children learn working through

stories.

First of all | have to say that in Magnolia school, as | have said in the Contextualization
(p. 16), children have high level of English. It means that maybe for these children is
easier understand stories in this language, and repeat words and sentences in English.
This is for the Linguistic Immersion of the school, which is not normal in a Catalan

‘school.

As | have said before | have chosen to do my intervention with children that are four
years old, so | am going to describe how this group of children responded working
through stories. When | asked them to repeat words or phrases they did it without shy
or problem, they pay attention when you are talking to them, if not you can start singing
a song they know and they quickly follow you so that you have their attention another
time without shouting or something similar (usual in other schools). It is important to
say that they always want to know more, it means that they ask and want to work on

these things they like or interest them.

This situation is not normal. | mean that, normally, children do not have a high level of
English with four years old. In Catalonia or in Spain we are not going to see as a
common schools where English is an important thing; so we have to take into account
that as English teachers we are going to be with children that have not listened this
language too much. We are going to be also with boys and girls that are not used to
repeat words and phrases in English, they may be shy, and maybe they cannot
understand what we are saying. So, having this in mind, we have to create strategies to

help them paying attention. Apart from knowing our students, we can create structures
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to help us and children in classroom. For example, if we want children knowing when
we are going to tell a story, we can start always saying: “Are you ready for a story?”.
Teach them what they have to answer and, then, we can do a gesture (like rising up
our hands), one that helps to the children to understand they have to listen. And then
we can start always with the same sentence “Once upon a time...” These are things
that can help children understanding that there will be a time of storytelling and they
have to pay attention.

Working through stories in Magnolia and with these children | have seen that is
important to ask them the most we can, because maybe we think that a part of a story
is easy and they do not understand. Sometimes we think that a word is difficult for them
to understand but is not like this and, meanwhile, they have problems with another one
we think it is easier. We cannot think as a child because we are not, so we have to ask

them.

In order to tell a story, children thanks a lot if the storyteller does the most gestures
he/she can, if he/she acts and represent the story, if the storyteller changes his/her
voice for each character, and all those things | have mentioned along the study. It is
important also to simplify the stories adapting them to the children we have in the class;

for this reason we have to know them before.

To finalize | want to add that, if there is the possibility, we can help children doing some
crafts. Apart from developing their creativity and hand-motor, it can help them
remember the story and tell it when time goes by. Drawing and colouring a part of the
story, creating a little theatre, do some activity related to a topic of the story, etc. can
reinforce those things in which we are working and promote a bigger memorizing of the

story.
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6. Do Real Books help the learning of English in P47 -

Conclusion

As the reader has seen, with this study we can have an idea about how to develop an
intervention based on Real Books, and why it is a useful tool to teach English to young
children. Using stories to help children learning English, guarantees the learning of this
language and exit the idea that it is something out of life.

With Real Books the learning is more real and deepened, more nearby, more adapted
to children and their interests and motivations. Also we have to take into account that
this material provides an impressive quantity of vocabulary, sentence structures and
verb tenses. We cannot take for granted all this, especially considering that in the

meantime children enjoy their learning.

It is true that Real Books help the learning of English but, as all the methods used to
learn a language that is not the learner's mother tongue, needs always to be joined to a
real linguistic immersion. | mean that, if we want to work through Real Books, we need
an English teacher coherent to his/her work; so that the person responsible of this work
talks always in the language he or she is teaching. To have a good learning of a
language children need to clarify that it is useful for them, and when they are in school
they should need it for something (for example, to talk to the English teacher). No
matter if they are doing another subject or activity not related to that language, they
should need English for something, for understanding the teacher and talk with he/she.
This is the reason whereby a real linguistic immersion is necessary if we really want
children learning English. The idea is to learn the language by understanding, not by

translation.

With very young learners we need also songs and dynamic games to learn English (in
the playground or in the psychomotor class), also we need to relate it with different
subjects like mathematics or knowledge of the environment — so that children can see

that learning a language is interesting.

Is becoming increasingly clear that Real Books works accompanied by other
methodologies that approximate the child to the language, its culture and traditions,
methods that help the learning of English as something close to the child’s life; so that

may arise an interest.
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Annex 1: Activities related to the stories

What does Little Red Ridimg Hood hawe in the baskel?

Activity related to Little Red Riding Hood
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Activity related to the Rainbow Fish
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Activity related to Three Billy-Goats — The characters of our little theatre
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Activity related to Three Billy-Goats — The scene of our little theatre
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Annex 2: Pictures
Material used to tell the story “Little Red Riding Hood”:

Finger puppets

Flashcards
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Material used to tell the story “Rainbow Fish”:

Finger puppet

Storybook
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Material used to tell the story “Three Billy-Goats”:

Flashcards

Activities done by children:

B 15 What does

Litlle Red Ridimg Heod hanve im The bosohel?
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Me telling the story “Little Red Riding Hood”:

. “

14



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

Annex 3: Diary

TUESDAY 2% JANUARY

Tockew| T was sfarhng My inderverdien  adoBudt
pead  Books with  the Pu's dass in Maghoua
gchool.

T deaded To start s prepedd with o Vo
dlldren  Woow ipn erded W fadltall  theo
Ur\cu(sjra,r\chnc?r and  beng abe W Hfollow the
PCXH@{QS I Y% gong o e n e next weels.
1 stacted  witheul 'f?CLSh(CuTU\ becatist 'ﬂﬂﬁu‘
wnow  Hhe g‘\mxl.

Usi ng Tm%u Mpé&a = ‘(,519{ the s;fmx.' e
the  dhuilautne in AS mundly appr uﬂ'\m—ﬁu‘,
They wert exuitd  beauit oy wert
aenna Sefm*\f\)in%} deﬁirC/(\,T‘ todony , becauyt 0’8;
t\r\b& M od St wndusiand SeL wevd
v posth Cof Hhu govy, pud they oy e A
wt. Tt A inutdable now, Koowing M SYory,
daslactn av\&\,ied g

T woy alve  extided o T dunk T did rw‘tt
do it the bl T o WY @(CLW\(M , wnsttae
of Wolking o the finges pup Pl cpj\q\?ﬂﬂwe&
%W'ﬂ% ww  govy, nost 'me\) T won WOKL g
v fohlldaoe an o srovy el

AR t&hr& Y ey T showed.  serne {{ag'h(cmih

odotull what Ly i e _ba&\/@t. *n evdec o
Leoon \jo—(,ammnﬂ with  dndauon .

15



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

FRIDAY 45T FEBRUARY

TS S thu secBnd Sescien  abtud Wt Red
(ltd\m Hotel , so T howe  dauded. o L 4w
% ancther e T Hunk  thot +Hw oot
ddldiun |, e st auLarue wit
{VIX wWeydh  and  sercunuad ’gﬁL)(iLUﬁS _.L'uﬁ'd; Tt
Wil reinfre drddiun’s wnowldge . T adnt uged

m MP&XA Trus e T p&,(,d mMere

s en MHCJH\%, mH Ve L Wity Hw
AL ffereed ()\'\,(L\lct(jﬁjb\; o  Tn cv‘mnqr ;j(’:?ﬁuux
W help druldoun's Unduugmﬂdux%,
In the e &dhm:}f % Yru g\'&r\i Jriidotn {r\\@\«n{

oo Wb, Hwy werc +rying  To st{wa‘t ana.
T@Luw the OUOLL‘Q%ML\

*TNE Hacher needed meve P o
ot Jc\mnc&/s

czycarw UWe "Hug.

TUESDAY 5™ FERRUARY

W e
50 m‘dr rmb[ ntaendien. has

TaMing Ul acteund Hhad ant Hu \lank Sessyiem

T howt told Hw sy a8 a0 semd hinvg, Today
I dwded W show Hw fasheards  alobut “wihe
©oin e oSt o renfevce Hw  vocaoulact

and  dnvldatn banc} aple 1o db the nedt adhnly.

The ned  adiw wos  adogud idechfy am;{ e
theve Hrings ok o An The bow ond  colowr
tHham . A we had er\m%/h e, some Suudandn
nowe  wrtteean Pyt werda TTB“{Y\ Yre  pladboal

bewrwca Yus aohw’n{ witt Hw whole

WHle ol MfhoulX, Hust wer

onc AL was ampinble  hllp Hum
ondavi dual woy .

&mv WaA
enildon
A n O

16



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

FRIDAY  §™ FERRUARY

Todan it waS Hw sk seShiBn gt LT Red
ch‘umgc vWood, 0 T deawded to do the lant
SWTS ’Ullﬂ?/ pbud AN o dx HC’UUT wm‘ h daon
hod To | ML Say ufing. the o\lcdow asnel

roVINg %\r\ﬁ finger p\,pg\wx
Te woh  werduful see Hrod Ay were abl

to “adt Hny  grex Yy um {’\ N and
repeat  thu dilalig ﬂ% %/MHW%L&M&
to g0 To thae -fﬂh\i vg Jg‘r\,e J ool T
Y Shﬁk‘

FRIDAY 45 il FERRUARY

'"Eodm‘ I Souttd withh o new <‘ﬁ>ﬂt The  Ralnbew
nsh. It is a Sﬁﬁq I UWke a Lot becowse
QVe/r\,‘em ( ndldren auned adulls) o \c\.&mﬂ"#&
themselves with 4he dhanacics

FnESﬁ of alk I imhedud A new wevd ("shaut"),

dlldrtnt duelk nwet wnow (b So T theught o

Wos @ %/Lcrot ldioe o ecpla Hremn  whad oleea

U' Mo 7o do s dhowed. dhem Seme
P with objedn AmL( Vonow. &t e \’X’
md ot Mo\usﬁu\d auny Hhuine b/ul; {/\
‘O saud ¢ “Vol duir o panda €

cYU\CUU\ N the deonroem undx«ﬁmoﬁ W

PLONAN Prus  wexd .

e chiddren have undugeod Hus T Sartcd
with e soryrling . Thus Aime T dudd not use
malund al &paaf o Hae Stevybook
while T wan 4elling +ne siery T showeol +hem

the Q}LJLU(L\ , So esudlel chU\I,LhéL Hv chasaddess
and folow tne plot of Hu ST&rq
The duldotn dud net  onduStand Hu cwﬂf 5 eﬂu, e

beys. T dedded +o ank Fhem )@ﬁcum% e

i Codzdon 1O Hha rept ﬁg Hﬂﬂ c,@av\é ey _
T Hunk it hoas Do «a A Adea bcawwc Po =
mw Ao chulldiaen undwudaned .

17



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez
Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa

17" May 2013

Afe dn Hus we s aa vidio {n whudn
it ot ima and  Breene !ke'uung e
stvy  onothed Sime.

Trane to soy Hhod  wiike  Yage two boys
wert 1’€LU.I’\(3 Huw slovy o (adellan T won
muun% AN EﬂcdiXSh od L s e

TUESDAY_19™ FERRUARY

Tom F woans Hu  Secend  sesmen abtut

Raunkdw Tsh, <0 T howe dauded to +elL
tHhwe 4 ancther Hime. ™ wan easy because
ulldutn. WWe ot very mudh and

thuy wat
very  \nopp W WSk il Thoy howe  been
méemc'\%%oumw oand OUa'\(Yj_ sl .
Aflr 6 1 wuded 4o ank e o

’F_QM Yt sovy witht mwe oy chavacown,
0 meann dhad  etach e

. | ev € wan
rep r@\/mﬂwn% a  Oharvadut o} S.ﬁ‘)—rt{.
TEowas vy funny |

FRIDAY 22" FEBRUARY

Tt Impwdtomdu\mwd&a
aotut Roloow FASh ., ‘Th,u.a hodl Te
&h seene  wlewud scalens  andd ene e
shun wd An .« pihuo y, amel dx

e §U'\,UL potin of the m%f—l?‘

i an adﬂh*\‘l ‘ot wilk hd,() .
® renebor e Sty ad e ;- and, wh

ok, i, mogbe they are able Te
U P stery fo Hwc prtads amet friends.

Ths

18



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

TUESMY 26™ FERRUARM

As- 1 [ AT wan Hhe lank sesseen aosud
Raunbow P T dicded. to brmct SOMLL
pnger puppdhd and  ask to e chuldeen

b ad and represtad i sfevy with dhem.
TnademMma&& ond we howe
b€€n mere o 20w oudos deu ool

T dd Hu noovwader a/r\,c
we/re r&m m} e J@C&Cﬁgst whle ad W
I wan &xw W §e thod tha rrcplefrm
WNOWS -+ sﬁw{t&h ond. hat M
howe Wownlk sty o Jg:w\ N, odvo that
H’W} Ueved ’H.U,U'\,ﬂ Fovied 4o Hur dorymalis

FRIDAY 45T MARC H

T owos the st sessLen c%m Therel
Sh%rq We art  geing To werK en: Thrce @illy-
Goodn .
T steuted +ello msmﬁwduldmu&ncé_
the sferyloool as a mf@r@n&,lghdibdw
withe Wl ef %@?was amnd.  dnan Ve (.
It & o very rq)e:hhve ey o T —Hr\)e'm%\f\x' Ao
Mowbe i 18 agood icun o Ahee '\Nr\cg/)
o e e am chnuildren wert very.

rCLJupmvﬁ an repeatiel the dualogues

p(fw/r ;xdum% Jr\ruL sreﬂrﬂ showed +Ham e
Hlashcads i dantify He nane of the
obie s - Gogvvaed Jv\mm oedn Youwe et
\:)LJW \ﬁwm.%—oﬁmmo—fﬁg$adﬂh‘ﬂ1
16 renfove e vwmww druldron ot
ushenead

To dwo Sﬁrrm‘\’\ruﬁc&/ a Ut Bt doffiee T ot
wathoe e nae o Haase objedn T
baddboad i erder B ank Fhem o rcad
b wWedhs . T was very surphived  becausc

M ried  and, seerehirng, H’xu& %th poiy

19



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

TUESDAY 5™ MARCH
Todou I decded Te +UW g—&n( anothed

tme T runfevtt the first smmlrwun% oncl
malke re  chalduen  hawe undarstood.

plot of the ey

AS Hru frg Fin mm Wdtned the srevy +M
sracted r(,pcwhr\%L o N and W
Hue hmL has’ been easen fov +hem L&
OUJ “"FUZ saamy .

FRIDAY 8™ MARCH

In evddux ’Ue' do o HQJLC(II‘(’ \r\ winloh (,hk aren
car represend we aut X
d& a o with ers oM. Fov  AhuS reastm
Wday T gaut «a prmf;P?, 1 +Hu ohidutn
P wons Wke a  srag ere Mﬁ ot
cd%nr\c(} e shek Hwe dharad

‘?\Ju?} wivwred  Hu s\*o\%e, with craneh accedi r\g_

w Hu S oand shdled. s
Lee crca/i\wsnu&g Vs gqmw e midge o(}
e .

Thu;% {m éu‘fal a Wb dweung Hu wlews and,
whute O\l’eﬁw‘dﬁ%, relling Hag gﬁh\é.

MONDAY 44™ MARCH

To finich eur WHe Huaht T oslked o +Hw
()(\Li\gca o wleur +he  charwadus (c}

o ve W Huwm) with Hhu daun
P WP%% Cmmm)%—f.l)th”\@fms
\)\)ﬂ Nowe 'ﬂf@ﬂﬂo\. voradoul OLU«OL_ anok

oV lioL 'S s ow P,

AS we had en h %m&, hldrwn

rowe wl Hu 50 wihn

ek Hw Stevy with M WodTC

nwve the dnouadio.

20



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

TUESDAY 12" mARCH

T(TQ\AA?I A wan the laat  sesgen  absul Theo
Al = goadn, arn wt howe finidhed euwr Uil
Hatrt T deawcded that we had to L
e By aol together So eadn béy auna
%/\f‘e, woh  Mthn . e ff/eﬁr w i M/\M
Prodtt and acters,

AU togattor we told tw &ﬁ'ea{ and  mened
Yy dadus o the oM Fime I Seone
Mmemuh T deaded O e ,o_t,\,ue,t ik
wstoned to - Hum ... (B ve tE hrad becrt A
AMPAYL W and Ustened

21



Do Real Books help the learning of English in P4? Talia Rodriguez Martinez

Grau en Mestre d’Educacié Infantil. Mencié en Llengua Anglesa 17" May 2013

Annex 4: Evaluation charts

story: LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD Date: 29-0A- 2043

2
»
2
o

Question

1 Were the children engaged?

2 Did they all hear me?

3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it?
4 Did | forget any key bits?

5 Did | put all my energy into it?

6 Did | use enough variety of voice?

7 Did | use my body enough?

O 00 8 00 =2 @
B E E OB ®H OO

8 Did | look up and involve them enough?
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Story: LITTLE RED RIDING  A0ebd Date: 41 -02— 72013
Question Yes No
1 Were the children engaged? = m}
2 Did they all hear me? ] O
3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it? ] O
4 Did | forget any key bits? O B
5 Did | put all my energy into it? B (m}
6 Did | use enough variety of voice? B m} >
7 Did | use my body enough? O ]
8 Did | look up and involve them enough? [ -] O
Observations:
T T hawt s ene ug&\ varu d”d & ‘ WISHIEE

© “CJ the sovy , and U ‘\u"L(}&A 4o
J\\)J ot unaeA S \z‘\;r\dx |\3‘ Naoame $O ,H\LL(S hawe
vet n oo\ AVel A \,\ 0\)‘ .

: VRS AY &(k\’ \}e O %{
& oﬂzj, P esere el e x&

—\q N CA e '\}\,\,\D \) A

o the
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Story: THE RAINBOW RS Date: 15 -02-2013
Question Yes No
1 Were the children engaged? % | O
2 Did they all hear me? i ] (]
3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it? O a8
4 Did | forget any key bits? O
5 Did | put all my energy into it? =] O
6 Did I use enough variety of voice? a O
7 Did | use my body enough? ] B
8 Did | look up and involve them enough? =B O

Observations:

~ ildren Mdnt andustand becaue T \/V.CUB P
b(&'f e Hneu] wdcred M Sﬁ‘,«(\{ Tt end

T had 4o sk to  wo children  (they  hovt |
ondisstood) to el e gw}j o Hhaur dasSmada .
oL m& bodw eoough  berauie T owas
RLU \\S Hne

- T ddn't ‘
showing e s&orﬂbw\/{, whate

5‘\'7)(\)&
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storyy THE RAINROW Rish pate: A9 -0D2- 2013
Question Yes No
1 Were the children engaged? =] O
2 Did they all hear me? B O
3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it? O
4 Did | forget any key bits? O
5 Did | put all my energy into it? = O
6 Did | use enough variety of voice? ™ | O
7 Did | use my body enough? =] O
8 Did I look up and involve them enough? =] O

Observations:

Today dhildrtun  Stoutad repe ahing seme  wevda
and  vedunaes,  Teiedhin 9 @re L SlureS and
HUowing  Hae  Stevy cfectly .

o 4 Sl Nl
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Story:  THREE RillNY~ GOATS Date: 4 -03 - 2013
Question Yes No
1 Were the children engaged? =] O
2 Did they all hear me? ] E
3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it? 2] O
4 Did | forget any key bits? O ]
5 Did | put all my energy into it? = il
6 Did | use enough variety of voice? O =]
7 Did | use my body enough? O
8 Did I look up and involve them enough? B O

Observations:

- TF duink T ocan uFe meye Vool ety Oji ven ot .
Tod a,\_& Yt &T‘»bet ck):f {-6\‘(‘,(\7\ v v wans  tne
troll 'S e .
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Storyy: THREE RjWM- GO ATS Date: & -0~ 2012

Question

<
o
«
2
-]

1 Were the children engaged?

2 Did they all hear me?

o o g

3 Did they understand enough to enjoy it?
4 Did | forget any key bits?
5 Did | put all my energy into it?

6 Did | use enough variety of voice?

B B E O B B =
i)

7 Did | use my body enough?

O 0o o o

st}

8 Did I look up and involve them enough?

Observations:

I il (4 B o W) \J@\‘L,S &\m{)'u Ser\?f K's) dndlden

aundegstood \/C(‘L& C]“\)‘[(U‘U“A ana Q/Q'\WGC’\ g o 2

,Todcud T hove changed <eve veruws ond T
am  yurt b K belttr than &A\Q,SWJG.L‘.
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Annex 5: Written stories

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

Once upon a time, there was a little girl and she always wears a red riding cloak, so

everyone in the village called her Little Red Riding Hood.

One morning, Little Red Riding Hood asked her mother “Mummy, can | visit granny?”

"That's a good idea," her mother said. So they prepared a nice basket with: cheese,
milk, butter and some fruit. When the basket was ready, the little girl put on her red

cloak and kissed her mother goodbye.

"Remember, go straight to Grandma's house," her mother cautioned. "Please don't talk

to strangers! The woods are dangerous."

"Don't worry, mommy," said Little Red Riding Hood, "I'll be careful."

But when Little Red Riding Hood noticed some lovely flowers in the woods, she forgot
her promise to her mother. Little Red Riding Hood was enjoying the warm summer and

suddenly, the wolf appeared beside her.

"What are you doing, little girl?" the wolf asked.

“I'm on my way to see my Grandma who lives through the forest,” then she realized
how late she was says “It's too late, it's too late! | have to go!” The wolf, in the

meantime, took a shortcut...

The wolf arrived at Grandma's and knocked at the door.

"Oh thank Little Red Riding Hood! Come in, come in! | am sick and | need food," said

Grandma thinking that the knock was the little girl.

The wolf let himself in. Poor Granny did not have time to say another word, before the

wolf eats her up! The wolf was at Granny’s closet to find some clothes and dressing.

A few minutes later, Red Riding Hood knocked on the door. The wolf jumped into bed
and pulled the covers over his nose. "Who is it?" he called. "It's me, Little Red Riding

Hood." "Oh how lovely! Come in, my dear," croaked the wolf.
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"Granny! Your voice sounds so odd. What happens?" she asked.

"Oh, | just have touch of a cold," answered the wolf adding a cough at the end to prove
the point.

"But Granny! What big ears you have," said Little Red Riding Hood as she edged
closer to the bed. "The better to hear you with, my dear," replied the wolf.

"But Granny! What big eyes you have," said Little Red Riding Hood. "The better to see

you with, my dear," replied the wolf.

"But Granny! What big teeth you have," said Little Red Riding Hood. "The better to eat
you with, my dear," roared the wolf and he leapt out of the bed and began to eat the

little girl.

A woodsman who was chopping logs nearby heard the little girl shouting and ran
towards the house as fast as he could. He gave a blow to the head of the wolf and

opened his tummy; there were Granny and the little girl.

"Oh Granny, | was so scared!" Said Little Red Riding Hood, "I'll never speak to

strangers or dawdle in the forest again."

"There, there, child. You've learned an important lesson. Thank goodness you

shouted loud enough for this kind woodsman to hear you!"

The woodsman knocked out the wolf and carried him deep into the forest where he

wouldn't bother people any longer.

Little Red Riding Hood and her Grandmother had a nice lunch and a long chat.
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THE RAINBOW FISH

Once upon a time in the deep blue sea there lived a fish, the most beautiful in the
entire ocean. He has shiny scales. The other fish were amazed at his beauty. They
called him Rainbow Fish. “Come on, Rainbow fish, come and play with us!” they said.

But the Rainbow fish says “No, no, no!”.

One day, a little blue fish followed after him. “Rainbow Fish, wait for me! Please give
one of your shiny scales”. “You want me to give you one of my special scales? Who do
you think you are?” cried the Rainbow Fish. “Get away from me!”. So the blue fish goes
away... he was upset, he says all his friends what had happened. From then on, no one

would have anything to do with the Rainbow Fish. They turned away when he swam

by.

What good were the shiny scales with no one to admire them? Now he was the

loneliest fish in the entire ocean.

One day he poured out his troubles to the starfish. “Starsifh, | am sad. What can | do?”

“l can’t answer you, you have to talk with the octopus”.

The Rainbow Fish found the cave. It was very dark inside and he couldn’t see anything.
Then suddenly he saw the octopus there. “I have been waiting for you” said the
octopus. “I am sad, what can | do?” said the Rainbow Fish. “You have to share your
shiny scales with other fish” answer the octopus. “Mmmm...I don’t know” thinks the

Rainbow Fish going back home.

Suddenly the little blue fish comes and says “Rainbow Fish, please, don’'t be angry! |
only want one of your shiny scales!”, the Rainbow Fish wavered. Only one very very
small shiny scale, he thought. Well, maybe | wouldn’t miss just one. Carefully the
Rainbow Fish pulled out the smallest scale and gave it to the little fish. “Thank you,

thank you!”

A rather peculiar feeling came over the Rainbow Fish. When the other fish arrived he
began to share his scales left and right. And the more he gave away, the more

delighted he became.

Finally the Rainbow Fish had only one shiny scale left. “Come on Rainbow Fish, come
and play with us!” said the other fish. “Here | come” said the Rainbow Fish and, happy

as a splash, he swam off to join his friends.
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THREE BILLY-GOATS

Once upon a time there are three goats. There’s a little goat, a big goat and a very big
goat. The three goats like grass. “I'm hungry!” says the very big black goat. “I'm very
hungry!” says the big red goat. The three goats see a river. They see green, green
grass. “Look!” says the little goat. “Look at the grass!” The three goats see a bridge.

But there’s a troll under the bridge. He"s a bad troll.

“This is my bridge!” says the troll. The three goats see the troll. “Look!” says the bid red
goat. “There’s a troll!” The three goats are very hungry. They want the grass. They
want the green, green grass. The little goat goes on to the bridge. “Tip! Tap!” go his

feet.

The troll hears the little goat. “Who’s on my bridge? He says. “It's me, “says the little
goat. “| want toe at the grass.” The troll is hungry. “Come here!” he says. “l want to eat

you.
“‘Please don’t eat me!” says the little goat. “I'm little. Wait for the next goat. He’s big.”

The troll listens. The troll thinks. “Ok,” says the troll. And the little goat goes over the
bridge. The big goat goes on to the bridge. “Tip! Tap!” go his feet. The troll hears the
bid goat. “Who’s on my bridge?” he says. “It's me,” says the big goat. “| want toe at the

grass.”

The troll is hungry. Come here!” he says. “l want to eat you.” “Please don’t eat me!”
says the big goat. “Wait for the next goat. He’'s very bid.” The troll listens. The troll
thinks. “O.K.,” says the troll. And the big goat goes over the bridge.

The very big goat goes on to the bridge. “Tip! Tap!” go his feet. The troll hears the very
big goat. “Who’s on mu bridge?” he says. “It's me,” says the very big goat. “I'm
hungry,” says the very big goat. | want toe at the grass.” But the troll’s hungry. “Come

here!” he says. “l want to eat YOU!” “O.K. Here | come!” says the very big goat.

He runs at the troll. “Tip! Tap! Tip! Tap!” go his feet. The very big goat runs at the troll.
He hits him... Up goes the troll. Up goes the bad troll. Up, up, up. “Help!” he says.
Down comes the troll. Down comes the bad troll. Down, down, down. “Help!” he says.
And the very big goat goes over the bridge. The bad troll goes away. He doesn’t come
back. “Goodbye, trolll The goat says. The three goats eat the grass. They eat the

green, green grass. They were happy.
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Annex 6: Questioners

Questioner before the intervention

How long are you teaching English in Infant Education?
I"ve been working as an English teacher for 20 years or so.
With which materials or methodologies?

Many different ones.

Did you change your way of doing in these years?

Sure, always! As | see it, each person, each Teacher has his/her own style but... it's

fine to learn and change through the years.
Do you think there are some methodologies better than others?

Absolutely. There’s a whole world around methodologies. It's important to pay
attention, to be critical, to have an open mind and be receptive to different

methodologies but never take anything for granted.
Do you know something about the Whole Language Approach (Real Books)?
| think that the same theory has adopted different names and shapes...

Did you use Real Books to teach English?

Sometimes

Do you think this methodology have more advantages than disadvantages?
Why? Which ones?

It's very difficult to answer that question in brief, superficially...

Millions of advantages, some disadvantages as children misunderstanding words and

not learning how to pronounce new words.

Do you think this methodology can be adequate to the children in this school?
Why?
Absolutely. Language in context, communication, etc are our basic goals.

How do you think this methodology can be better used?
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Studying, being aware of processes and results, exchanging ideas with other teachers,

comparing, analyzing...
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Questioner after the intervention

Do you have a different opinion about Real Books after my intervention using
this material? Why or why not?

Not really. I'm used to that type of work

Are you agree in how | develop the storytelling sessions and the activities

related to them? Why or why not?
Yes, | do. We have been working together on it.

Imagine you are going to teach using the stories | have chosen, which things you
would change to do it?
Do you think that children have learnt with this methodology? Why?

Yes | do. They know the stories.
Do you think that children have enjoyed with this methodology?
Absolutely!

Do you think this methodology have more advantages than disadvantages?
Why? Which ones?

It’s very difficult to answer that question in brief, superficially...

Millions of advantages, some disadvantages as children misunderstanding words and

not learning how to pronounce new words.

Do you think this methodology can be adequate to the children in this school?
Why?

Absolutely. Language in context, communication, etc are our basic goals.

How do you think this methodology can be better used?

Studying, being aware of processes and results, exchanging ideas with other teachers,

comparing, analyzing...
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